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He had witnessed how heartless people could be, but he never thought women would be as
ruthless as men.

“How did you know she killed her own child? Rune, this isn't a joking matter.” Nancy lowered
her voice.

I'm not joking! Forget it. No one will believe me, anyway. Rune lowered his gaze and didn't
explain further. If he wasn't friends with Nancy, he wouldn't have revealed his deepest and

darkest secret to her.

As he remained silent, Nancy gasped in horror. “Seriously? You were telling the truth?” She
wanted confirmation from him as Larry was watching and hearing everything from afar.

“Yes, I'm telling the truth. | know you won't believe me,” came Rune’'s meek reply.
!"

“Are you a fool? Why didn’t you stop her? That'’s your child, too

“I had no idea she was planning this. If she hadn't entered the hospital, | wouldn't even know
about it. When | went to visit her at the hospital, she kept asking me to alter the surveillance
footage to frame her miscarriage on a woman she despised. She doesn’t care about our
child.”

Nancy trembled involuntarily upon hearing what he had to say.
She couldn’t believe Gabriella was cruel enough to kill her own child.
“So? Did you alter the surveillance footage for real?” she pressed on.

“Yes, | did. | loved her too much to lose her though our child is gone.” Rune fidgeted
nervously.
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“Rune Lindell, you're the most foolish man I've ever come across! Have you ever stopped to
think that you're actually bringing harm to her? You think you're helping her, but you're
actually abetting her crimes.”

Nancy grew increasingly emotional out of a sudden. Perhaps it was because she was
pregnant, or perhaps she just didn’t want to lose this friend.

“| asked her about it, but she insisted she was in love with someone else.” Rune seemed
lost.

He was actually berating himself for indulging in her every request, including those illegal
ones. Nevertheless, it was useless even though he had thrown his pride away. Perhaps she’s
right. | might even end up in jail.

“Is she worth your efforts? Don't forget your parents and everyone else who loves you. You
don't have to waste your time on the wrong person.” Nancy patted his shoulder to comfort
him.

She couldn’t bear to watch him go down the wrong path. Rune had led a tough life. He still
had some savings from his business, but life and reality treated him harshly. It was
pointless to bet everything on someone who would never reciprocate his feelings.

“What else can | do? I've already done it. | can't dump her now, can 1?” Rune mumbled. He
didn’'t know what to do except vent his frustrations to a friend.

Nancy had never liked Gabriella. In the very beginning, she learned about Joan, Larry, and
Gabriella's relationship. Yet, she didn't expect Gabriella to be such a b*tch.

If it wasn't for Rune, she couldn’t have cared less even if Gabriella ended up dead.

“Rune, | have an idea. Why don't you persuade her to stop going against the law? Otherwise,
we both know what will happen to her. Why can’t she lead a happy life instead? Is it fun to
drown herself in hatred? Will you be happy with that?” Nancy continued.
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Indeed, Gabriella was rarely happy. He hardly ever saw her smile. Still, he knew how
stubborn she was. She would never give in.

“No, she won't listen to me. She’s too headstrong for that.”

“Then, are you going to do nothing as she commits more crimes? Maybe you should leave
her,” she suggested. “Rune, | know you're a nice man. You might be hot-tempered, but you're
actually kind. If you weren't involved, | would never give any advice.”

A warm, fuzzy feeling spread in Rune’s heart.

Human nature wasn't that complicated, but as one got to experience unfortunate events in
life, one would gradually lose trust in others.

Rune and Nancy were like-minded people. They felt a slight regret for not meeting each
other earlier.

“Don't listen to her nonsense!” Suddenly, a familiar voice rang out.
Shit. I'm doomed. Nancy rose to her feet hastily as her face clouded over.

Why is she here out of a sudden? What is she trying to do? Don't tell me she overheard our
entire conversation Nancy bit her fingers nervously.

It was clear that Gabriella wouldn't let this slide.
She'll definitely target me as well.

“Gabriella, why are you here? Shouldn’t you be resting at home?” Rune stood up and went to
her anxiously.

Gabriella glanced at him before her gaze landed on Nancy. She snickered out loud.

What a small world. Why are Joan'’s friends everywhere? | wonder why Nancy is here. Is she
here to sound him out? Gabriella refused to believe that Nancy knew nothing.

“Nancy? What a coincidence,” Gabriella greeted her icily.
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“Yes, fancy running into you here. Are you here to shop, too?” Nancy forced herself to calm
down.

She was racking her brains to figure her next best course of action to no avail.
“Do you know each other?” Rune asked suspiciously.
Is such a coincidence even possible? She's Gabriella’s friend! Rune felt a sudden flare of joy.

What a fool. If | hadn't arrived in time, he must've revealed everything to her. Gabriella
scoffed silently.

In fact, Rune had already told Nancy everything he knew.

“Since you're busy, I'll leave now with the clothes. Bye, Rune!” With that, Nancy turned to
leave the store.

Gabriella stepped forward and blocked her exit without warning.
Is she going to threaten me now?
“Ms. Barrymore, why are you in a hurry to leave? Did you steal something here?”

Is she crazy? Nancy was not amused. | am a Barrymore, and I'm also married to Jory
Synder. | can't even finish spending the money | have in this lifetime. How dare she suspect
me of being a thief?

“Ms. Ward, please make way. I'm sure Mr. Lindell knows what kind of person | am. You can
ask him about me. | really need to go.”

“Oh, no. Ms. Barrymore, we've just met. Why are you in a rush to leave? Are you feeling
guilty?” Gabriella inched nearer to her and forced her to a corner.

Feeling guilty? | have a clear conscience!

“Gabriella, you've misunderstood her. Ms. Barrymore is a returning customer of mine. She
isn't that bad,” Rune hurriedly interjected.
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“Shut up! You don’t even know you're being fooled!” yelled Gabriella.
What the heck? Who is fooling me?

“Gabriella, what are you talking about?”
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