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Madeline looked at Carter and then looked at the people around her who were waiting 
for her answer. Suddenly, she smiled. 

“Of course, I’m not hypnotized.” Madeline’s answer was simple, clear, and very certain. 

Carter was very satisfied with this answer. However, in his heart, he suddenly felt that 
something was wrong. Madeline’s answer was too certain. She did not look like a 
hypnotized person at all. 

At one side, Jim’s mother laughed again. “This is such a joke. You’re asking a 
hypnotized person to answer this kind of question. Would she know whether she’s 
hypnotized?” 

“You’re right. A hypnotized person certainly wouldn’t know whether they’ve been 
hypnotized because they wouldn’t have their own thoughts. But madam, I, Eveline 
Montgomery, am not hypnotized.” 

Madeline’s tone was confident. As she said that, she turned her eyes to Carter. The 
look in his eyes started to change. 

“Because my hypnosis has been broken.” 

“…” 

This was the answer Carter did not want to hear. It was also the answer that shocked 
him. 

How was that possible? 

Madeline’s hypnosis was broken again? 

Were all his plans going to be interrupted at the most critical time again just like last 
time? 

No. 

Carter would not allow that to happen. Upon noticing that the Old Master’s expression 
had sunk, Carter quickly spoke. 

“Eveline, what are you talking about?” 



Madeline curled her charming pink lips. “I’m speaking the human language. What’s 
wrong, Mr. Gray? Don’t you understand what I’m saying?” 

“…” 

Carter was alarmed by Madeline’s answer. 

Jim, Jim’s mother, and the guests around them were all looking at each other. They did 
not know what was going on, but based on Madeline’s gestures and expression, they 
could guess what was going on. 

Among the crowd, Camille started to get fretful. However, Carter was still doing his best 
to remain calm. 

“Eveline, is something upsetting you? Are you unhappy that I had neglected you 
because I was busy with the wedding preparations? You dummy, don’t throw a tantrum 
at this moment. You have to remember that you’re pregnant. This isn’t good for the 
baby.” 

“Pregnant?” Madeline lifted her proud and beautiful eyebrows. “I was only pregnant with 
the children of one man in my whole life. He is my one and only husband and lover, 
Jeremy Whitman.” 

“Jeremy Whitman?” 

“I’ve heard this name before.” 

“She’s the wife of the number one young master of Glendale!” 

Madeline heard the exclamations around her. She looked at Carter’s expression that 
was going to collapse at any second, and the smile on her face was even wider now. 

“Carter, does it feel good to fool the hearts of others? Now, not only am I going to tell 
everyone, but I’m also going to tell you that anyone who fools people’s hearts is 
despicable. In the end, they will, in tum, get fooled and end up like this.” 

“…” 

“Carter Gray, you lose!” 
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‘Carter Gray, you lose.’ 



Those four words gently drifted into Carter’s ears. Madeline’s voice, so pleasant to the 
ear, sounded extremely piercing to Carter right now. 

An icy glint flashed across his cold eyes, but Madeline looked into his eyes fearlessly. 

“Carter, you didn’t expect this, did you? My hypnosis was broken again. Everyone says 
that you’re the master of hypnosis and that you have amazing hypnosis skills, but this 
shows that you’re not that great after all.” 

Madeline parted her lips and continued with a slightly sarcastic tone. 

“But perhaps it was because you had kept fighting for the royal succession, so your 
skills have deteriorated.” 

“…” 

Madeline’s words made Carter furrow his brows slowly. At that moment, he did not 
know how to retort Madeline, yet he did not allow himself to stay silent for long. 

A few seconds later, Carter chuckled lowly. 

“Eveline, are you still mad at me? There are so many guests, and grandpa is also here. 
Stop making a fuss.” 

Carter was speaking in a pleasant tone, furiously hinting at Madeline to take back what 
she said. 

However, Madeline would not care about Carter’s hints of course. 

“Carter, don’t always think about deceiving others. No matter how smart and skillful you 
are, it would be tragic for the people of St. Piaf to have someone like you as their next 
monarch.” 

Madeline hit right where it hurt and did not hold back at all. 

Carter stayed silent. He did not speak any further. 

He could hear whispers all around him, and the fire in his heart intensified whenever the 
words crawled into his ear. 

At this moment, the happiest person right now was Jim’s mother. This situation was 
unfavorable to Carter, but this meant that it was great for Jim. Of course, as Jim’s 
mother, she was ecstatic. 

Old Master Gray had not spoken for a long time. Presently, he looked at Carter who had 
been staying silent, and the Old Master finally spoke. 



“Carter, you should answer me honestly in front of so many friends and family.” The old 
master’s face looked solemn, wisdom glinting in his aged eyes. 

“Did you marry Miss Eveline Montgomery to use her identity and background to get the 
right to rule?” 

Old Master Gray’s question was straight to the point. The atmosphere and air around 
them seemed to freeze in that instant. Everyone was waiting for Carter’s answer. 
Camille was standing at one side. She looked worried and anxious. 

Carter lowered his eyes and denied directly. “No, I would never use this kind of 
despicable means to reach my goals.” 

“No, you did.” 

This statement came from the crowd the next second after Carter denied that. Carter’s 
pupils enlarged, seemingly in shock. 

In disbelief, he lifted his stunned but handsome face and followed everyone’s gaze 
toward the source of the voice. He had not heard it wrongly because the person in front 
of him was none other than Shirley. 

Shirley, seated in her wheelchair, moved the wheelchair skillfully and calmly toward 
Carter. 

Old Master Gray and the Grays were not unfamiliar with Shirley. However, her current 
disfigured face and disability shocked everyone. 

“Shirley?” Jim’s mother was the first one to exclaim in astonishment. 

“It really is her. It’s been so many years, but how did she become like this?” exclaimed 
another shocked rich woman when she saw Shirley. . 
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Aside from the exclamations from the people who knew Shirley, the people who did not 
know Shirley also looked shocked. 

“Who is that woman?” 

“It seems that she’s here to expose Carter.” 



“Shh. Don’t talk nonsense. That’s the viscount of St. Piaf. Before we find out what’s 
going on, don’t label people randomly lest we get into trouble.” 

When everyone heard this, the atmosphere in the hall of the Royal Palace became 
abnormally silent. 

Old Master Gray had a very deep impression of Shirley as well. He knew that Carter 
and Shirley had almost gotten married a few years ago, but after that, Shirley left the 
family and left St. Piaf for some reason. The Old Master had not expected Shirley to 
look like this when he saw her again. 

“Old Master Gray, I believe you’re not unfamiliar with me, right?” Shirley looked into the 
Old Master’s eyes fearlessly. “If you still remember me, I think you’ll believe what I have 
to say, isn’t right?” 

Old Master Gray pressed his lips together and said, “Go on…” 

Shirley looked at everyone around her when she heard that. In the end, her eyes landed 
on Carter, whose face was turning as gray as ash. 

“Miss Eveline Montgomery was telling the truth. This whole time, Carter only wants to 
use her identity and background to reach his goals. He doesn’t have any romantic 
feelings toward Eveline.” 

Shirley said and lifted her eyebrows. 

“Carter, have you forgotten? You told me that I’m the person you love. You told me that 
you’re only marrying Eveline to get the right to rule. You also said that once you have 
gotten the right to rule, you’ll have clear boundaries with Eveline, and you’ll make me 
your woman and make up for the regretful times when we could not be together. Isn’t 
that right?” 

Carter was speechless as he looked at Shirley who had a smile that reached her eyes. 

She was doing this on purpose. She had deliberately come here to say that and 
deliberately ruined his plan. 

The fire in Carter’s heart further intensified. His fingers also clenched tighter. However, 
he could not express his anger. He was silent because he admitted that he had said 
those things before. 

Looking at Shirley’s firm gaze, Carter knew that she was serious and that she came 
prepared. 

When Old Master Gray saw that Carter had no retort, a look of disappointment flashed 
across his eyes. 



Carter’s silence already explained it all. 

The smile on Shirley’s face widened. ” Carter, I’ll take your silence as admission.” 

She smiled and said, “Don’t you think that this is strange? Who is Carter Gray? You 
were the top student of St. Piaf Academy. 
You’re a master in the field of hypnosis and an experienced professor. You’ve 
hypnotized Eveline with your unique hypnosis and controlled her thoughts, but why is 
she exposing your real self right now?” 

Carter was indeed curious when he heard that. He was suspicious as well. 

A moment earlier, Madeline had been listening to him, but in the next second, not only 
did Madeline go against his wishes, she even exposed his entire plan in front of 
everyone. 

Carter could not keep his cool anymore. He wanted to know why. However, before he 
could ask, he got Shirley’s answer in the next second. 

“Because before today, the hypnosis you put on Eveline was already been broken.” 

“Impossible,” Carter said in denial, and at the same time, this also confirmed that he had 
hypnotized Madeline. 

However, Shirley laughed sarcastically. “It’s not impossible. I was the one who broke it.” 

“What did you say…?” 
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Astonished, Carter looked at Shirley who had just said that. 

How was that possible? 

That could never have happened. Carter kept on denying this in his heart, but Shirley’s 
firm gaze told him that this was true. 

After Shirley and Carter looked at each other for a while, Shirley averted her gaze coldly 
and spoke earnestly and unflinchingly to the Old Master. 

“Old Master Gray, I am telling the truth. If you don’t believe me, you can find someone 
to verify this. With your ability, I believe that nothing will escape from your eyes as long 
as you want to know something.” 



After saying that, Shirley glanced at Carter and mocked him mercilessly. 

“I can confidently tell everyone here that Carter Gray has no right to fight for the 
monarch’s throne in St. Piaf because he’s not worthy.” 

“… ” 

Carter could no longer describe how he was feeling right now. The tempest that was his 
anger was on the verge of exploding. 

However, the person in front of him was Shirley. It was Shirley! 

In the past, he had been this woman’s priority, and she would speak carefully in his 
presence. At the present, she desperately wanted to see him fall from grace and even 
wanted him to die. 

Carter was speechless as he merely stared at Shirley. 

At this moment, Jim’s mother started to mock Carter. “Dad, did you hear that? Even 
Shirley is testifying against Carter’s character. Do you want someone like this to rule 
over St. Piaf in the future?” 

“Grandpa, even if I wanted to fight for the right to rule as well, I would never agree with 
Carter’s means. If I wanted to fight for it, I would use the right and proper means, not 
despicable means like this.” 

Jim lifted his cold and arrogant eyes and then asked Madeline politely. 

“Miss Eveline Montgomery, since this is all fake, then I guess you’re not really pregnant 
too, is that right?” 

Madeline curled her lips into a soft smile. “Of course, aside from my husband, Jeremy 
Whitman, I’ve never been intimate with another man in my life.” 

Madeline stated the truth and shifted her gaze to look at the dejected Carter. 

“Carter has been using me from the start to achieve two of his goals. The first goal is to 
help him fight for the right to rule, and the other is to seek revenge against my 
husband.” 

“Revenge?” 

Everyone felt suspicious and curious when that word landed in their ears. 



Many of those present in the room had heard about Jeremy. The Old Master, too, knew 
about him. However, why did Carter want to seek revenge against Jeremy? None of 
them knew the reason behind this. 

Carter knew, however, and so did Shirley. It was for that child who was not fated to be 
born. 

At this moment, the word “dark” was not enough to describe the Old Master’s 
expression. 

When he was about to reproach and question Carter, he heard Carter chuckling coldly 
and lowly. 

Everyone began to shift their attention on Carter when they heard him chuckling. 

Carter lifted his eyes and his bottomless eyes which were bursting with anger. 

“Carter…” Camille quickly walked to Carter’s side at this moment and grabbed his arm. 
It looked as if she wanted to stop something from happening. 

“Carter, don’t be impulsive,” Camille advised him. Her expression looked serious and 
apprehensive. 

Perhaps she was worried and scared of the terrifying thing that Carter might do at this 
moment. 

Carter clenched his fists and got out of Camille’s tight grasp. 

“Carter, don’t…” Camille tried to stop him again, but it did not seem to work. 
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Shirley could see Carter’s extreme dissatisfaction, and she could also guess what he 
would do next. Others might fear Carter because of his status and identity, but she was 
not. 

“Carter, I know that you‘re very dissatisfied now and that you’re pissed, but why are 
you? You’re the one who decided to get to where you are today. Everyone needs to be 
responsible for their decisions. Just like how l killed my child after developing AXP69.” 

Shirley’s last sentence undoubtedly triggered Carter. It was like something had gotten 
into his eyes and turned them red immediately. 



He looked straight at the woman who was determined to pull him down from his grace. 
A self mocking smirk appeared on his dejected and icy face, and then he turned around 
and left without saying a word. 

Carter left just like that. 

The people in front of him made way for him accommodatingly. 

Without explaining himself or fighting back, he walked into the crowd alone and 
disappeared into the extravagant Royal Palace. 

Shirley turned her wheelchair and looked toward the direction where Carter left. Her 
heart which was covered in flesh and blood hurt immensely. 

She knew Carter could never reach the height he longed for in this life anymore. His 
final wish, and the life that he yearned for, ended right there. 

However, Shirley did not regret doing this. 

When Jim’s mother saw this from one side, she nearly did not hide her smile with her 
hand. 

Carter had failed, and the only person who could get the right to rule was her son! 

Madeline, who did not care to stay in the Royal Palace any longer, decided to go look 
for Jeremy. She changed into the clothes she had prepared in the lounge. After she 
opened the door, to her surprise, she saw Shirley waiting for her. 

“Did you come here for me?” Madeline asked. 

Shirley shook her head, but then she nodded her head and said, “I think we won’t be 
seeing each other in the future.” 

Upon hearing that, a feeling of emptiness suddenly tugged at Madeline’s heart. 

“I didn’t expect that there would be a day when we’d talk to each other peacefully. I also 
didn’t expect that you’d listen to me even when you’re hypnotized.” 

When Madeline heard that, she told Shirley the truth. “Actually, I was at a loss after I 
was hypnotized, that’s why I listened to everything Carter said. But when I went to look 
for him that day, I just so happen to hear his conversation with his mother in the study. 
That’s when I realized that they were merely using me.” 

Madeline explained but displayed a surprised smile. 

“But I’m pretty surprised that you also know hypnosis.” 



“Even though I didn’t learn it formally, after following him for all those years, I’ve learned 
it from watching him numerous times.” 

“I see,” Madeline lamented. 

Shirley pursed her lips into a smile. “Luckily, you found the pocket watch Carter used to 
hypnotize you back then. Otherwise, it wouldn’t have been so easy to succeed.” 

As she spoke, the smile on her face looked more and more relieved. 

“Eveline, I’m so sorry, for you and Jeremy. But I sincerely hope that our grudges end 
here. I believe the poison in Jeremy’s body will be cleared soon. I hope you two can 
spend the rest of your life together without worry.” 

After Shirley had blessed Madeline, she turned her wheelchair around decisively and 
left before Madeline could speak. 

Madeline wanted to catch up to Shirley to say something to her, but coincidentally, a 
familiar looking figure appeared before her eyes. 
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