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noon in the city of Zirconia as a bulletproof car slowly made its way into
the base of the Border Control Force.

Avery sat in the car and curiously looked out at the scenery outside the
window.

There were no colossal skyscrapers here. They were far from the hustle
and bustle of the city. The only things here were the most pristine beauty

of nature and the soldiers that defended the31 country.

“Miss Tate, we’re far away from the city here. The environment’s a little
rough, so you might have a tough time the next couple of days,” said the

director of the logistics department, Sean Tennant.

“It’s no trouble at all. It’s our company’s honor that you chose our28

products.”

Sean laughed and said, “We compared several of the drones produced by

local companies and your company’s products turned out to be the best in
the end. Our deputy director, Mr. Lowe, demanded that we use your

drones!”

Avery felt slightly embarrassed as she said, “It’s always been our goal to

produce the best89 products.”

“By the way, Miss Tate, you mentioned on the phone that we could add

some functions to drones based on our needs... When do you think is the
earliest you’d be able to deliver the goods ?”
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“We’ll first have to see what kind of functions you’d like to add, then I’'ll

have to discuss it with my director of operations,” Averyec said.”

“Alright. Let’s get something to eat for now. Mr. Lowe will meet with

you later.” 5a”Alright.”

After lunch, Mr. Lowe took Avery out for a stroll. As they walked, they

talked and discussed their plans.

The base was massive. After a while of walking, Avery’s belly began to
ache before her legs did. She had made a last minute decision to come

here, so she did not inform anyone at the base that she was pregnant.

However, now that she could no longer take another step, she had no

choice but to reveal her condition to Mr. Lowe.

When Mr. Lowe heard that Avery was pregnant, his eyes immediately

shot to her abdomen.

She was wearing a plain pair of jeans and a long sleeved t-shirt. It was
not a loose t-shirt, so it showed her flat belly. “You’re barely three

months pregnant, aren’t you, Miss Tate ? You’re not showing at all! Why
didn’t you just rest at home ? You could have sent someone else to come

here!” Mr. Lowe,

puzzled.

Avery felt embarrassed to say that she had decided to come here on a
whim in an effort to avoid Elliot.

“I’m just three months pregnant now. My checkup yesterday showed

that everything was going well. Besides, I’'m usually working anyway, so

I wanted to come here personally with the hopes of improving our



collaboration,” Avery explained after she composed herself. “I can tell
you’re very serious about your work, Miss Tate. Tell you what, I'll call
for a car and show you around the base,” suggested Mr. Lowe. “That

sounds perfect. Thank you!”

At four in the afternoon, Avery woke up from her nap and began to work.
She opened up her laptop, typed up a document that included the points
that Mr. Lowe had requested earlier and sent it to Mike. Mike replied to
her email right away. Mike: [How much longer do you plan on keeping
your phone turned off ?] Avery’s cheeks flushed in embarrassment.

Avery: [I didn’t notice. ]

Mike: [Turn it on now, then!) Avery took a look at her phone, then put

it back down.

Avery: (Why should I ? I don’t need to use my phone here.) Mike: (Don’t

you want to make a video call with the kids tonight ?]
Avery: (I can use my laptop for that. ]

Mike was completely defeated.

After a moment of silence, he sent another email.

[By the way... Elliot Foster came by this morning looking for you, then

he used Chad to threaten me and forced me to tell him where you were...
So... He’s gone to look for you.]

Avery: [...]

Mike: [He took the 1 p.m. flight out earlier, so he should arrive at the
Zirconia Airport around 4.30 p.m. in the afternoon... Then, he’d be in

Zirconia in about half an hour. Prepare yourself! I don’t think he’ll be



able to get into the base, but isn’t there a saying in Aryadelle about how

money makes the world go round ?]
Avery: (...)
The sound of someone knocking on her door drained the color from

Avery’s face and left her in a daze of horror! Was he not supposed to

arrive in Zirconia at 4.30 p.m. later ?!
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It was only 4.10 p.m. right now!

Did Elliot take a plane or a jet over here ?

While she was overthinking and stuck in a daze, a loud voice came

through the other side of the door.
“I’'m here to send you some fruits, Miss 33 Tate.”
Avery let out a heavy sigh of relief, then quickly opened the door.

“Mr. Tennant specially asked us to take good care of you after he heard

that you were pregnant, Miss88 Tate.”

The soldier was holding a bag of fruits in his left hand and a bag of
snacks in his right hand, all the while flashing a warm smile at her.

While Avery was touched by the moving gesture, she could not help81
sigh.

So, men could be this nosy, too!

She estimated that the news of her pregnancy had spread throughout the
entire base bybg now.



“Feel free to let us know if you need anything, Miss Tate. We’ll try our
best to help!”

The soldier put down the goods, then prepared toaf leave. “Thank you! I
don’t need anything else right now. Thanks for making the trip!” Avery

said as she walked him out.

Once the soldier was gone, she shut the door, returned to her desk and

turned on her phone.

The base was heavily guarded. It was unlikely that Elliot would be able

to get in.

She was still upset with him, but she was now beginning to worry about

him.

With his bad temper, he’d get into trouble if he forcefully tried to barge

his way in.

It would be bad if he could not get in and ended up waiting outside, too.

It was desolate out here and it was completely secluded. Besides, it was

going to be dark out in a few hours.

When Avery turned on her phone, she saw Elliot’s missed call from the

night before.

There was only one missed call.

She wondered if he would contact her when he landed later.

She felt torn as she stared at her phone.



She did not want to see him, but she could not ignore him if he came all

the way out here to find her.

Avery was in a daze throughout dinner.

Mr. Tennant noticed her unusual demeanor and asked, “Is the food not to

your liking, Miss Tate ? Or are you not used to the environment here ?”

Avery shook her head and said, “The food is pretty good, and I’'m quite

happy with the accommodation.”

“Why aren’t you eating, then ?”” Mr. Tennant asked, then added with a
warm smile, “You should’ve brought someone along to keep you

company.”

Avery took a bite of her food and was preparing to come up with an
excuse to explain herself.

Suddenly, a soldier appeared and reported, “Sir! An outsider arrived
claiming to be the head of Sterling Group. He said he wants to make a

donation!”

Avery almost spat the food out of her mouth.

Mr. Tennant saw Avery’s reaction and picked up on a clue.

“Do you know this person, Miss Tate ?”

Avery glanced out of the window. The sky was turning dark.

Things were not the same as the bustling city out here. There were no

street lights at night.

She could not afford to let her emotions get the better of her.



Ten minutes later, a soldier led Elliot to Mr. Tennant’s office.

“Did you say you wanted to make a donation ? How much do you plan on

donating ?” Mr. Tennant asked bluntly.

“I’ll pay for all of the drones you buy from Tate Industries,” Elliot

responded.

Mr. Tennant narrowed his eyes, then asked, “Are you here to make a

donation, or to look for Avery Tate ?”

“I’'m here to make a donation, but I’'m also here for Avery Tate,” Elliot

said honestly. “Can you take me to her ? I have something to say to her.”

“You should’ve come earlier,” said Mr. Tennant regretfully. “She went

out for a walk in the afternoon and hasn’t come back yet.”

Terror flashed across Elliot’s eyes. He stood his rigid body up and said,
“Where did she go ? I'll go look for her right now !”

Mr. Tennant led Elliot out of his office and toward the woods.

The sun had not set completely, but the woods were much darker than its

surroundings.

There was a warning sign outside the woods that read: Danger!

Landmines!

“We’ve looked everywhere apart from this mindfield, Mr. Foster.”

Mr. Tennant then turned to Elliot and asked, “Do you have the guts to go

in and look for her ?”
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