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“What's the point of being alive if | don’t have you with me, though? You're kind and gentle,
strong and loving. You spoil me and you would have given up your life for me if it meant you
could save me. How am | supposed to live without you?”

Her voice was light as it resonated close to his ear, as though the air itself was whispering
to him. Her words were like mist and running water—there was no way to hold onto them or
for him to keep them.

“Mason, if you can't be selfish, then you shouldn’t be saying these to me in the first place.”

“Okay. We'll be together forever,” Mason promised as he quirked his lips into a feeble smile.
He raised his brow slightly as he looked at her and a somber look passed over his face as
he went on to say. “l was going to say that if we die, we would die together, because you're
mine, and mine alone. But | couldn’t bear to say this, so | asked you to leave me behind
instead.”

He was afraid that if he had said those, she may really think of him as selfish.

Upon hearing that, Janet broke into a small smile. “I like it when you're selfish, and of course
I'll be yours forever.”

When he heard that, Mason froze. Then, he took her face in his hands before he kissed her
hungrily.

After what felt like a long moment, she broke away from the kiss and gazed at him while out
of breath.

He was pale from the effort of staying awake and he was also weak. She could not help but
say, “Why don’t you take a nap for fifteen minutes? | promise I'll wake you up after.”

She cupped his hand in her hands, her face insistent.

Mason shook his head. “No, we have to keep moving.”



“We can't,” Janet countered. She bit her lip and forced herself to be firm. “If you won't take a
nap, then | won't speak to you anymore.”

He blinked after hearing her threat. After a while, he twitched his lips in slight
disgruntlement and quietly leaned his head on her shoulder.

It did not take long before she heard his steady breathing and by then, she knew that he had
fallen asleep out of exhaustion.

She also knew that he would lose consciousness the moment he fell asleep—it was the only
way for his body to preserve oxygen and strength.

Once he fainted, he could only regain consciousness through special procedures.

She never intended to wake him up in the first place. It was a lie that she would wake him
up, but she did not regret her actions because she did not want to see him struggling.

Janet's heart wrenched at the sight of the exhaustion that etched onto the hard planes of
Mason’s face.

She was the one who caused him to suffer a lot, so she ought to be the one to bear the
brunt of it all.

With that in mind, she rose and pulled him up before hoisting him over her back.
He was six feet two of pure muscle and she staggered slightly under his weight.

Having gone without protein for some time, she was drained of energy. Carrying a large man
on her back while looking for an escape route was going to put a strain on her.

However, she would not throw in the towel.
With a deep breath, Janet began to march out from beneath the shade and into the hot sun.

Meanwhile, on the other side, it was 3:00PM and the sun was beating down mercilessly with
the highest temperature of the day.

Lara and her crew had arrived at Ebony Town, but upon seeing what was left of it, her face
fell. The glorious building no longer existed; it was now in ruins and rubble.



“What happened here?”

So, Ebony Town really was torn apart by the explosion, which means Janet and Peter really
did perish in a fire. There might not even be bodies for us to find...

Just as she dwelled in the darkest of her thoughts, she heard a familiar voice calling out
from behind her.

She turned and saw that Desire was making her way over with her crew in tow.

Upon seeing her, Desire rushed over and was out of breath when she asked, “Lara, where's
Janet? Did you find her?”

Lara paused, her expression grim. “Ebony Town has been blown up. She could well be
buried under all this rubble.”

There was barely any air underneath the collapsed structure, let alone food or water.

Even if Janet and Peter survived the explosion, they would have suffocated to death by now.

Desire could not believe that a formidable person like Janet, a leader of the MX and of their
generation, was gone just like that.

She could feel the fear and panic starting to set in with the reality of the situation. She
glanced at Lara, her eyes brimming with tears as she asked in a choked voice, “Lara, what
should | do?”

Lara bit on her lip and said firmly, “Go through the rubble.”

She knew that it was nearly impossible to sift through all the rubble and the ruins of Ebony
Town, but she did not want to throw in the towel—even if there was the slightest glimmer of
hope that Janet could have survived.

The MX could not continue without a leader—and they could not do so without Janet.

“Got it." Desire nodded and turned to order her crew. “Everybody, listen up! | don't care what
it takes—I want all of you to find Janet before sunset!”
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The moment Desire finished speaking, she successfully lifted everyone’s spirit as they
answered her at the same time. “Yes.”

It was the first time Lara and Desire experienced what it was like to race against time.

There were more than a hundred people at the scene and all of them were elite soldiers of
the MX.

Not only that, Lara even called the professional search and rescue team from the MX on her
way over to help look for Janet together.

The search and rescue team had rescue dogs with them, but even so, they ended up sniffing
in some open spaces and failed to find Janet anywhere.

Two hours later, Lara and Desire’s team gathered together again.
“Lara, how is your side of the search?” Desire panted.

Lara furrowed her brows and shook her head, showing how upset she was. “We found
nothing.”

The two hours of search yielded no results.

Seeing that the sun was about to set, they realized that if they still could not find Janet after
she had gone missing for almost two days, there really was no hope of her being alive.

“Why don't | ask everyone to go back and have a rest first? We can continue the search
tonight.”

“No. The sun is about to set. Our chances of finding her will be even slimmer after that.”
With that, Desire became even more worried.

Just as Lara and Desire were at a loss, a loud roar of a plane was suddenly heard in the sky.



As they turned their heads at the same time toward the sound, they could see two familiar
men showing up in front of them.

“It's Lee.” Desire was stunned. “Who is the other person?”

Lara squinted her eyes to focus on the person. “He is a member of one of the three major
families in Sandfort City—Young Master Henry, also known as Henry Moss.”

After looking at each other, Desire and Lara walked toward the two men.
“Lee, you are finally here.”

As soon as Desire saw Leg, she immediately felt assured, as if all her worries were gone at
once.

At that moment, he was wearing a black trench coat as he pushed his glasses and looked at
them nervously. “Where is Janet? Have you found her?”

“No.” Lara shook her head before turning toward Henry and asked. “Why are you here?”

Instantly, he raised his brows. “What'’s the problem? My sister-in-law is missing, so why can't
| be here?”

When Lee first received the call from Desire, he was in a business meeting with Henry at
Sanders Enterprise. The moment Henry heard that Janet'’s life was in grave danger, he and
Lee immediately set aside all their work and rushed over here.

However, Lara was still speechless as she rolled her eyes at him. “It's good that you know to
come here, but what about Mason? Doesn’t he want his wife back?”

It was already two days, but they still could not find him and he never answered his phone.
A man like him is not worthy of Janet's love.

“Um..." Henry felt a little awkward because he had also tried to call Mason before arriving,
but no one answered the phone. Janet might be dead, but isn't he worried at all? Tsk! Love
isn't reliable after all. | thought that Mason loved Janet very much, but it obviously isn’t the
case! If | knew how little he cares for her, | would have snatched her for myself long ago. If
she is my wife, | will never put her in danger no matter what.



Upon looking at his face, Lara immediately thought of that sc*mbag—Mason.

The more she looked at him, the more annoyed she became, so she stared and growled, “All
of you are the same.”

“You.." Henry was fuming as he was not willing to back down. “Don’t talk nonsense. How
can you put me in the same category as Mason?”

“One tends to take on the color of those around them,” she sneered.
”You!"

I"

“That’s enough
argue.”

Lee rubbed his brows irritably. “You all are going home if you continue to

As soon as he said those words, Lara and Henry immediately shut their mouths.
Then, Desire stepped forward with a gloomy expression. “Lee, do you have a plan?”
He nodded his head and pointed upward, telling everyone to lift their heads.

Desire was stunned at first. “A helicopter?”

“Are we going to use the helicopter’s infrared thermal image to find her?” Lara asked.
She had heard of that method before, but it was usually used by the air force.

Lee nodded his head. “Since today’s condition is extraordinary, we might not be able to find
her”

After all, the helicopter’s infrared thermal image was used to find people through body heat.
Once the person was dead, there would be no body heat to detect. At that moment, it still
was not confirmed whether Janet was dead or not, so he was not certain whether the
helicopter would be able to locate her.
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Everyone knew about the flaws of the plan, but as long as there was a glimmer of hope, they
would never abandon it.

“Lee, let’s act quickly,” Lara murmured.

Lee nodded his head. “Alright. Each of us will take a helicopter. Once we locate her, we'll use
the walkie-talkie to communicate.”

“Alright.”
After that, the four of them went into four different helicopters respectively.

In Lara’s heart, she secretly made a prayer. Nothing can happen to her. She can't be dead;
otherwise, the MX will lose a leader. | can't lose her.

In her eyes, Janet was already more than a sister to her!

Inside the helicopter, Lara stared at the infrared display frame by frame as she was not
willing to miss out on any details.

Then, the screen suddenly brightened and a siren was heard afterward.
Immediately, the helicopter pilot cheered, “Lara, there is a living body nearby.”

The moment she heard the words ‘living body’, her eyes instantly lit up as she was stunned
for a few seconds in disbelief. “Is it true? Is it Janet?”

“We can't tell who it is. We need to take a closer look to know.” Suddenly, the pilot followed
up on his words. “Lara, there are two living bodies.”

“Two bodies?”

Suddenly, Lara’s entire body trembled as her face was filled with disbelief. Could the other
body be Prime Minister Welch? He isn't dead yet? Why is he with Janet?



However, she did not put much thought into it as she yelled, “Fly over there quickly to take a
look.”

MYeS ."

The pilot nodded his head before switching on the walkie-talkie.

At the same time, on the other side, the moon gradually rised as the sun set. Now, there was
no light or sound around Janet, except for the steps she made on the ground, making the
place eerily silent.

She had already been carrying Mason for almost three hours without any rest.

She was afraid that if she sat down, her body would not be able to stand up again.

What if | can't stand up again? What will happen to him then? In her mind, she only had one
thought. The two of us are getting out of here alive together. No one is leaving the other
behind.

At that moment, her mind was blurry as she tried to bite her tongue to keep her
consciousness awake. After she repeatedly tortured herself, blood started to flow from her
lips...

After almost another half an hour of walking, she felt that she had lost control over her legs
as she did not even have the strength to move her fingers.

As her entire body started to tremble, she knew that she definitely was unable to do it.
She had badly bitten the insides of her mouth, causing her to not feel anything at all.
She knew that she could not get up this time.

As Janet slowly lifted her eyes and stared at the man’s closed eyes, she suddenly revealed a
smile with her pale lips. This is quite nice. Even though we won't make it out alive, it's quite
nice that we get to die together.

Then, she slowly used all her remaining strength to hold the man’s hand tightly.

In the dark, she seemed to notice a tear in the corner of the man'’s eye...



“She’s there... Yes. She’s in front. Quick! Follow me quickly!”

As Janet gradually lost consciousness, she suddenly heard a series of shouts behind her.
“Janet!”

“Miss Janet!”

“Janet!”

“Janet, is that you?”

The countless voices behind her slowly reached her ears.

She could hear that there were men and women around her and she was familiar with all the
voices. There is Lara, Desire, Lee and the other one sounds like Henry...

She did not know whether she was hallucinating before death, but she still remained with
her smile without uttering another word.

Immediately, Lara rushed up to her and shouted, “Janet! Janet, you need to wake up.”
She patted Janet's face, but there was no response from her.

Then, Lee and Henry came over to her. When they clearly saw the two people on the ground,
their pupils instantly shrank as they asked at the same time, “What happened?”

“Why is Mason here?”

“Young Master Mason?”

The moment their words came out, Desire and Lara were dumbfounded for a few seconds.
Then, they finally had a good look at the other man, who was on the ground.

Why is Mason here? Shouldn’'t Janet be with Prime Minister Welch? What's happening?



Without putting much thought into it, Lee waved his hand hurriedly. “Quick! Doctor, quickly
come over here!”
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Upon hearing Lee’s call, the emergency doctor quickly ran toward them.
“Miss Janet, wake up. Can you hear me?”
He called Janet a few times, but she did not respond to him.

Therefore, the doctor hurriedly took out his apparatus and checked her heartbeat. Her
heartbeat is normal.

Finally, he felt a huge weight being lifted from his heart.

He let out a sigh. “Miss Jackson is probably overworked. I'll give her some dextrose water
for her to drink first. Then, we'll just have to wait until she wakes up on her own.”

After listening to the doctor’s words, Lara and Desire quickly took out a bottle of dextrose
water from the medical kit for Janet to drink.

However, Henry was getting anxious as he furrowed his brows with displeasure at the
doctor. “Please take a look at that man!”

The doctor was dumbfounded at first before hurriedly nodding his head.
“Sir, wake up. Can you hear me?” He patted Mason'’s face.
However, he remained silent without any response.

Then, the doctor used his apparatus to check his heartbeat again, but this time, his
expression was worrying. “He might be suffering from shock.”

The moment he said those words, the whole scene immediately fell into silence. Shock?



Henry was very worried. “Do you have any idea on how to treat it?”

“Don’t worry, Young Master Moss.” With that, the doctor took out a red needle from the
medical kit. “I will perform a simple rescue on him first.”

The place was extremely out of the way from the hospital. Even if they took the helicopter, it
would still take them a period of time to arrive there. Therefore, the only way was to perform
a simple rescue on Mason.

The doctor calmly injected a dose of adrenaline into Mason’s body.

After all of the red-colored medicine was injected into his body, the person on the ground
finally had a slight response.

At that moment, Mason furrowed his brows while his fingers twitched.

Henry immediately grabbed his hand and shouted nervously, “Young Master Mason, you
need to wake up. Wake up now.”

As time passed, Mason suddenly tightened his brows and he revealed a painful expression
before vomiting a mouthful of black blood.

That mouthful of blood was the last trace of neurotoxin left in his body.
After he vomited the last bit of neurotoxin, the man finally woke up naturally.
As he slowly opened his eyes, it suddenly felt painful, so he squinted.

Henry's eyes immediately lit up as he shook the man. “Young Master Mason. Young Master
Mason, can you hear me?”

While looking at his surroundings, Mason felt a little uneasy.
Just as he was about to address Henry, he suddenly thought of something.
The man panicked and shouted, “Where's Jan? Where is she?”

Everyone at the scene was startled.



“She is beside you,” Henry answered him.

After that, Mason instantly sat up and turned to lock his eyes on Janet's face.

His peach-like eyes had lost all their usual charm as it was now filled with pain and sorrow.
He reached out with his hands and snatched Janet from Lara and Desire.

The two of them did not react on time, so they were pushed to the ground by the man.
Mason was quick on his feet that every step of his was enough to cause a whirlwind.

“Jan.

The man'’s thin lips moved slightly and his charming face started to become twisted as he
roared hysterically.

It was the first time everyone saw the most powerful man in Asia lose control of his elegant
self.

Even Henry was retreating in fear. For the past 26 years, | have never seen him this
devastated before.

Just as everyone was in shock, the man finally opened his mouth and growled, “What is her
condition?”

Everyone knew that Mason meant Janet, but everyone was trembling at the moment. Lee,
who was usually calm, could not withstand Mason'’s rage as well.

The doctor’s legs trembled as he spoke with his shivering lips, “Miss Jackson is... fine.”

“What do you mean she is fine?” If she is fine, why isn't she awake yet? | remember that this
isn't the place that | fell asleep in. If my guess is correct, she carried me all the way here.
She carried a huge man all the way here with her small body, so how can she be fine?

Mason was no longer rational by that moment.



As the doctor backed away in fear, Henry went up and patted Mason'’s shoulders. “The
doctor said that she passed out due to the lack of body strength. She'll be fine when she
naturally wakes up.”



