
Chapter1949

“Listenup!Myhusband’scomingoversoon,sodon’tyoudarerun!”

Uponhearingthat,Geraldcouldn’thelpbutrevealacunningsmileashereplied,“Oh,don’tworry!We

won’tbegoinganywhereanytimesoon!Let’sjusthopeyoudon’tendupgettingruinedintheend!”

Ofcourse,Zurithoughthewasjusttalkingbig,soshepaidhimnoattention.

Withthatsaid,GeraldthenturnedtolookatNatalliebeforesaying,“GoaheadandbringEarlatothe

washroomfirst.”

Noddinginresponse,Natalliethendidasshewastold.

Geraldhimselfsimplyreturnedtothebenchfromearlierandsattheretowait,fullyconfidentthat

thingswouldendinhisfavor.

Thinkingaboutit,Geraldwonderediftheduowouldtrytoapologizetohimoncetheyrealizedwhohe

trulywas.Iftheydid,hewouldsimplytellthemtobeghimtoletthemoff.Ofcourse,eveniftheydid,

thatwouldn’tactuallychangeanything.Afterall,Zurihadherchance,andshebustedit…

Fastforwardtoaboutfortyminuteslater,asuitedmancouldbeseenjoggingtowardZuri…anditwas

obviousthatitwasZachariah.

Ashecontinuedjogging,Zachariahcouldn’thelpbutthinkabouthowmuchhetrulylovedhiswife…

Afterall,whyelsewouldhecomerushingallthewayoverdespitebeingquitefarawaywhenshecalled?

Hehadevenspentquiteabitontheticketjusttogethere!



Regardless,oncehestoppedbeforeher,hetookinadeepbreathbeforeasking,“…Alright,I’mhere…

Wherearethosepeople…?”

Watchingashiswifesimplypointedatthetrio—whohadbeensittingonthebenchtogether—,

Zachariahthensquintedslightlyintheirdirection…beforegoingwide-eyed.

AsZachariahimmediatelybeganwalkinguptoGerald,Zurifollowedcloselybehindhim.Shehadbeen

waitingforthelongesttimeforhimtoarrive,andnowthathewashere,shewasmorethanreadyto

teachthosethreeaharshlesson!

Unfortunately,everythingwasonlygoingtogodownhillfromhere,atleastforher.

Eitherway,oncehewascloseenough,Zachariah’sjawnearlydropped.Sohehadn’tseenwrong…it

reallywasGerald!

Realizingthathewasnowinboilinghotwater,Zachariahcouldonlystutter,“C-c-c-chairman

Crawford…!”

TothinkthathiswifehadmanagedtooffendthechairmanoftheYonjourGroup!

“Oh?Soyourecognizeme,ChairmanKershaw!Regardless,howareyou?”askedGeraldinaplayfultone.

“A-asifI’deverbeunabletorecognizeyou,ChairmanCrawford…!”repliedZachariah,histonebrimming

withrespect.



ZachariahhadlongknownaboutGeraldthroughfinancialseminarsandauctionsthathehadpreviously

attended.Evenso,heneverhadthechancetocontacthimuntiltoday…

“Isee.Well,evenifyoudoknowme,ChairmanKershaw,yourwifeapparentlydoesn’t…”saidGerald…
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Uponhearingthat,ZachariahimmediatelycaughtonthatGeraldwasindirectlysayingthathehadn’t

educatedhiswifewell.

Withthatinmind,heturnedtoglareatZuribeforeyelling,“Youstupidwoman…!Hurryoverand

apologizetoChairmanCrawford!”

Uponhearingthat,Zuri’sheartskippedabeat.Afterall,ithadn’tcrossedhermindthattheoneshehad

pickedafightwithwasnoneotherthanthechairmanoftheYonjourGroup…!

Realizingthatshehadreallydoneitthistime,Zuri’sarroganceinstantlydrainedasshemeekly

whimperedinarespectfultone,“I-Iapologize,ChairmanCrawford…!Itwastrulyblindofmetonot

recognizewhoyouwere…!Pleaseforgiveme…!”

Ofcourse,Geraldwasn’tabouttoacceptherapology.



Infact,hedidn’tevenlookather,completelyignoringtheignorantwomanashesaid,“Whateverthe

caseis,thedamagehasbeendoneandconsequencesarerequired.However,sinceyouseemabitmore

sensiblethanthatbuffoon,I’llgiveyoutwochoicestodealwiththislittlemishapofours.Firstly,ifyou

reallywishtoprotectyourZachariahGroup,Iwantyoutodivorceher.Ifyouchoosethesecondoption

andrefusetodumpher,however,I’lljustacquiretheZachariahGroupandyouknowIalwaysgetwhatI

want.Incaseyoudidn’tknow,sheslappedmynephewearlier,whichiswhyI’msoadamantabout

doingthis.”

Truthbetold,neitherofthechoicessoundedappealingtohim.Evenso,Zachariahknewhehadtopick

oneintheend.Afterall,heofallpeopleknewhowpowerfulGeraldwas.

IfGeraldobtainedhiscompany,thenitwouldtrulybealloverforhim.However,hecouldavoidthatby

makingasmallsacrifice…

Watchinginutterhorrorasherhusbandturnedtolookather,Zuriimmediatelybeganbegging,“H-

hubby…!P-please…!Pleasedon’tdivorceme…!I-IknownowthatI’vedonewrong…!Pleasedon’t…!”

BeforeZachariahcouldevensayathing,ZurithenturnedtolookatGeraldbeforeadding,“I-I’veseen

theerrorsinmyways,ChairmanCrawford…!Sopleasebethebiggermanandforgiveme…!Ireally

didn’tknowbetter…!”

Despiteallherpleading,Geraldsimplyturnedtolookaway.Hewasn’tonetotoleratepeoplelikeZuri.

Sinceshewasanadult,shehadtopayforheractions.ToGerald,shewassimplygettingwhatshe

deserved.

Eitherway,afterashortpause,Zachariaheventuallymadehisdecisionandsighedbeforesaying,“…I

understand,Mr.Crawford…”



TurningtofaceZuri,Zachariahthenadded,“…Fromtodayonward,I,ZachariahKershaw,terminatemy

conjugalrelationshipwithyou,Zuri!I’llbetellingmylawyertopreparethedivorcepapersinabit.”

Hearingthat,Zuriwassostupefiedthatshecouldn’tevenregisterwhatshehadjustheardforawhile.It

wasalmostasthoughshehadjustbeenfatallystruckbylightning…

Zachariahhimselfknewthathewasonlydoingthisbecausehehadnootherchoice.Afterall,hewasthe

onewhohadestablishedtheZachariahGroupfromthegroupup.Hecouldn’tjustlethisgroupget

acquiredbyGerald!

Thenagain,itwasn’tasthoughZuriwasworthfightingfor.Eversincetheygotmarried,allshewoulddo

wasaskformoneyfromhimandcreatetrouble.Afterhavingtostepforwardsomanytimestoresolve

allofherproblematicissues,Zachariahfeltthatthiswasthelaststraw.

Truthbetold,ZachariahfeltthankfulthatGeraldsteppedin.Afterall,ithadgivenhimthecourageto

finallyfileadivorcewithZuri.

“Oh?Pleasemakesureyoudothat,then!”repliedGeraldwithasatisfiednod.

Noddinginresponse,Zachariahthenturnedtoleave,nolongerbotheringaboutZuri…
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Seeingthat,ZuriimmediatelybeganrunningafterZachariah.WhileitwastruethatZachariahwasn’tas

richorpowerfulasGeraldwas,hecouldatleaststillgiveherawealthyandcomfortablelife,andshe

wascontentwithjustthat.

Ifhereallywasdumpingher,however,thenevenallthatwouldbetakenaway…!Shecouldn’tjustlet

thathappen…!

WatchingasZuricontinuedrunningafterZachariah,Geraldcouldonlyshakehishead.Whatatruly

pitifulperson…

Regardlessofhowmuchwealthandprestigeonepossessed,aslongasonedidn’thavemanners,they’d

surelybelookeddownuponbyothers…

Geraldhimselfmadesuretoalwayspracticewhathepreached.Whendealingwithothers,hemade

suretoremaincalmandrefrainedfromscheming,atleastagainstthosewhodidhonestwork.Infact,it

washonestlyhisgoodmannerisms—whenitcametomanagingtheYonjourGroup—thatearnedhim

therespectandadmirationfrommanyothers.

ToGerald,thiswasthereasonwhysomepeopleweremoresuccessfulthanothers…

Whateverthecasewas,withthateventdone,thethreeofthemthencontinuedtakingashortrest

beforetheyresumedhavingfunintheamusementpark.

Thankfully,Earla—whowasstillachild—easilyforgotaboutthosebadincidentssincetherewasso

muchfuntobehad…

Itwaseveningwhenthetriofinallydecidedtoleave…



Bythatpoint,Earla—whohadgrownexhaustedafterenjoyingherselfsomuch—hadbecomesosleepy

thatsheendedupfallingasleepinNatallie’sembrace.

Seeingthat,Natalliecouldn’thelpbutsmileasshewhispered,“ItappearsthatEarlahadareallygood

timetoday,ChairmanCrawford…!”

Noddingwithasmile,Geraldthensaid,“Indeed…It’sbeenquiteawhilesinceI’velastseenEarlathis

happy…”

Trueenough,thoughEarlawouldalwayssmileandexclaimwhenevershemethim,todaywasthefirst

timehesawherlaughingthisjoyously.Inotherwords,Geraldwasfinallyabletoseeaworry-freeEarla

today…

“Speakingofwhich,Ihavetothankyouforbringingmealong,ChairmanCrawford!Tobequitefrank,I

haven’thadthismuchfuninagesaswell!”repliedNatallie.

“Truthbetold,I’vebeentreatingyouasfamilyforquiteawhilenow,Natallie.Afterall,you’vebeenby

mysidethisentiretime.Withoutyou,ImaynotevenbewhereIcurrentlyamtoday!”explainedGerald

inasinceretoneashelookedather.

Hearingthat,Natalliefoundhisstatementsosweetthatitalmostfeltlikeshehadjustconsumedajarof

honey.ThefactthatshewasthisimportanttoGeraldsimplymadeherfeelincrediblymoved…

Whileitwastruethatsheharboredfeelingsforhim,shepreferredtonotsayitout.Afterall,shewas

happyenoughjustbeingabletobebyhisside…



Regardless,afterdrivingbacktothevilla,GeraldtoldNatallietogoaheadandbringEarlabacktoher

roomtogetsomeproperrest.

GeraldhimselfdroveoffagaintoRaine’splace,hopingtoseehowYollande’srecoverywasgoing.He

alsowantedtoseeiftherewasanythinghecouldhelpwith.

Quitehonestly,Gerald’splacewasn’tallthatfarfromRaine’svilla,whichexplainedwhyithadonly

takenhimabouttenminutestogettoherplace.

Secondsafterheparkedhiscar,heheardRaine’sfamiliarvoicecallingout,“Senior!”

Turningtofacethesourceofthevoice,GeraldsawthatRainewaslookingathimfromthevilla’smain

entrance.

Surprisedtoseeherthere,Geraldthengotoutandwalkedtowardherbeforeasking,“Raine?Whatare

youstandingatthedoorfor?”

Smilingsubtly,shethenreplied,“Oh,Iwasjustthrowingtherubbishout!Coincidentally,Isawyourcar

drivingbysoIwaitedhere!”
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Noddinginresponse,GeraldthenenteredthevillatogetherwithRaine…

Uponentering,Raineimmediatelycalledout,“Mom?Dad?Gerald’shere!”



Hearingthat,Dexter—whohadbeensittingonthelivingroomcouchtogetherwith

Yollande—immediatelygottohisfeetbeforeexclaiming,“Oh?Whatasurprisetoseeyouhere,Gerald!”

“Indeed!”addedYollandewhoturnedtofacetheyouth,awidesmileonherface.

Pleasedtoseehowlivelytheywere,Geraldthensmiledinresponsebeforereplying,“JustthoughtI’d

hopbytosayhello.So…Gottenusedtolivinghereyet?”

“Butofcourse!It’dbeimpossibleforusnottohavewhenyou’vegivenussuchamagnificentvilla!You

wereevenconsiderateenoughtostopbyjusttosayhello!”saidYollande,havingnothingbutpraisefor

theyouth.

Afterall,hewastheonewhohadgiventheirfamilywhattheyneededmostattheirlowest.Thiswasthe

onlywaytheyknewhowtothankhim…

“I’mgladtohearthat!Speakingofwhich,howisyourrecoverygoing,madam?”askedGerald.

“It’sgoingspeedily!Icannowgetoutofbedandwalkonmyownagain!”repliedYollande,instantly

causingGeraldtobreatheasighofrelief.

WhenheturnedbacktolookatDexter,however,Geraldcouldn’thelpbutnoticethatDexterseemedto

bethinkingaboutsomething…

“…Issomethingweighingyourmind,sir…?Youdon’tlooktoogood…Perhapsyou’vebumpedintosome

kindsofdifficulties…?Ifyouhave,don’thesitatetotellmeaboutthem.I’lldefinitelydomybestto

help!”saidGerald.



Hearingthat,Yollandeinstantlyadded,“Dexter,justtellhimaboutit.Afterall,he’scertainlynooutsider!

Whoknows,maybehecouldhelpyou!”

Uponhearingthat,Dextercouldn’thelpbutfeelslightlyembarrassed.Itlookedlikehereallydidn’t

knowhowtoproperlyapproachthesubject…

Seeinghowdifficultitwasforherfathertofindtherightwords,Rainesteppedinandexplained,“Well,

thethingis,mydadhadtoresignfromhisoldjobsincewemovedquitefarawayfromhisworkplace.

He’scurrentlyhavingtroublefindingemployment,senior!”

AndhereGeraldthoughtthatitwasamajorproblem.Asitturnedout,itwassimplysomethingthis

trivial!

Shakinghishead,Geraldthenasked,“…Ifyoudon’tmind,whatkindsofjobsareyoulookingfor,sir?”

Afterthinkingforabit,Dexterreplied,“Well…Idon’treallyhavetheacademicqualificationsformore

technicaljobs,butI’mwillingtobearhardshipsandworkhard!Idon’tevenmindworkingasacoolie!”

AsDexterhadsaid,hebarelyhadanyrelevanteducationorskillsforthemorehigh-payingjobs.With

thatinmind,heknewthathisstrengthwastheonlywayhewasgoingtobeabletocontinuetakingcare

ofhisfamily.Hereallydidn’tminddoinglower-payingjobsaslongashecouldearnaliving…

Hearingthat,Geraldthoughtaboutitforamomentbeforesaying,“Isee…Youknow,Ihaveajob

vacancyatmyplace…Iwonderifyou’dbeinterestedinworkingwithme…?”



Uponhearingthat,Dexter’seyesinstantlywidenedwithhope.EvenYollandeandRaineappeared

overjoyedasDexterimmediatelyexclaimed,“O-ofcourseI’dbewillingtoworkwithyou!I’mwillingto

doanythingaslongasIgetthejob!”
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Hearingthat,Geraldchuckledbeforeexplaining,“Don’tworry,youwon’tbedoinganythingparticularly

exhausting,sir!AllIaskforisthatyoudosomethingsthatrequiremanagement.Thesalaryitselfisa

thousandandfivehundreddollarspermonth.Howaboutit?”

“A-athousandandfivehundreddollars?!Whathighpay!A-areyouseriousaboutthat,Gerald…?”

exclaimedYollandebeforeDextercouldevensayaword.

Afterall,whereelsewouldtheybeabletofindsuchahigh-payingjobwithDexter’squalifications?

“Butofcourse,Iam!Besides,sinceyou’relookingforajobandI’mlookingforsomeonetofilltherole

anyway,whynotjustworkwithme?”saidGerald.

Intruth,Geraldwasn’treallyinneedofsomeonetofillthatposition.Hehadonlymadeitupjustforthe

sakeofgivingDexterahand.

“W-well…IfyouthinkI’mcapableenough,thenyes!Please,takemein!”repliedDexter,notwantingto

missthechancetoearnamonthlypaymentofoverathousanddollars…

“I’mgladtohearit!YoucancomereporttotheYonjourGrouptomorrowthen,sir!I’llgetsomeoneto



helpyoumanagetheenrollmentprocedures.Don’tworry,I’llmakesuretohavesomepeoplearoundto

showyoutheropes!”saidGerald.

“Gotit!”repliedDexterextremelyenthusiasticallyasRaineandYollandesquealedinexcitement.

Aftercalmingdownabit,YollandeturnedtolookatGeraldbeforesincerelysaying,“T-thankyouso

muchforeverything,Gerald…!Notonlydidyousaveourlives,butyou’reevengivingmyhusbandsuch

ahigh-payingjob…!Wereallyhavetroubledyoualot…”

Smilinginresponse,Geraldsimplysaid,“Now,now,madam,there’snoneedtobesocourteous.Thisis

nothingtome,andagain,Ijustsohappenedtoneedanemployeeforthejob!”

ThoughthetriofeltthattheynowowedtheworldtoGerald,Geraldhimselfhonestlydidn’tthinkthat

hewasdoingmuch.Tobequitefrank,hewassimplyhappythathewasabletohelpothers,andtheir

joywasallheaskedforinreturn…

Regardless,itwasashortwhilelaterwhenDextersupportedYollandeuptotheirbedroomtogether

somerest.

GeraldandRainethemselvesremainedseatedonthelivingroomcouch.

Toremovetheawkwardsilencebetweenthem,Geraldclearedhisthroatbeforesaying,“Speakingof

which,Ihaven’thadmydinneryet.SinceI’malreadyhere,wouldyouliketojoinmeforameal?”

“Ofcourse!”repliedRainewithouttheslightesthesitation.

Withthatdecided,theduothengotintoGerald’scarbeforedrivingoff…



Itwashonestlyaratherawkwarddrivesinceneitherofthemsaidathingthroughouttheirjourney.

Thankfully,theduosoonarrivedattheSchywaterNightMarket.

Themarketitselfwasfamousforbeinga‘snackstreet’sincethereweresomanyfoodstallsthere

servingallkindsofdishes.Withthatinmind,theplacewasusuallyextremelylively,evenaftertenat

night!

Thosewhowenttherewereusuallyofficeworkerswhowantedtohavefunandentertainthemselves

afterwork.Geraldhimselfhadfrequentedthemarketinthepastduetoallthegoodfoodthere.

However,eversincehewasgivenahigher-rankingidentity,heslowlybeganfrequentinghigh-endbars

andclubsinstead.

Withthatinmind,ithadbeenquiteawhilesincehelastcamehere,andhefeltcompelledtopayita

visitagainjusttoreminiscewhilehavingdinner…

Eitherway,nowthattheywerethere,GeraldquicklyledRainetooneofthestallstohavetheirmeal.

Uponsittingdown,however,Geraldcouldn’thelpbutfeelthattheentirenightmarkethadundergonea

ratherdrasticchange.Hadhereallynotcomehereforthatlong…?
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Whateverthecasewas,thestallGeraldandRainehadchosentoeatatwasestablishedbyanoldcouple.

Aftersittingdown,Geraldimmediatelycalledout,“Boss!”

Uponhearingthat,anoldwomanquicklywalkedovertotheirtable,handingbothofthemmenusasshe

said,“Well,hellothere!Comehavealookatwhatyou’dliketohave!”

Hearingthat,theduobeganscanningthroughtheirmenus…

Truthbetold,thiswasRaine’sfirsttimeeatingatanightmarket.Withthatinmind,shewasrightfully

overwhelmedbytheimmenseamountofoptionsthemenuhadtooffer.

Gerald,ontheotherhand,hadbeenaregularwhenitcametoorderingnightmarketfood.Duetothat,

itdidn’ttakeallthatlongforhimtoraisehishandbeforesaying,“Boss!I’dliketohavetwentymutton

kebabs,aplateoffriednoodles,oneroastedfish,aplateofchickenwings…”

BythetimeGerald’slistwasdone,Rainecouldonlystarewide-eyedathim.Whatalotoffood…!

Turningtolookather,Geraldthenasked,“Whataboutyou,Raine?Don’tworryaboutthecosts,just

orderwhateveryoulike!”

Shakingherheadinresponse,Rainesimplysmiledfaintlyasshereplied,“Well…You’vealreadyordered

quiteabit,senior…Whydon’twefinishthatfirst?”

Hearingthat,Geraldsimplynoddedbeforesaying,“Alright,thatwillbeallfornow,boss!Ifweneedany

morefood,we’lltellyou!”



“Gotit!Thefoodwillbeservedinawhile!”repliedtheoldwomanwithasmilebeforequicklymaking

herwaybacktoherstall.

Tobehonest,eventhoughtheotherstallsappearedtohavequiteanumberofcustomers,this

particularstallwasbarrenasidefromGeraldandRaine’stable.Withthatinmind,itwasnowonderwhy

theoldcouplelookedsohappytoservethem.Afterall,theywereprovidingthemwithbusiness.

Regardless,whilewaitingforthefood,Rainenoticedsomethingwhichpromptedhertoimmediately

whisper,“Hey,senior!Lookthere!Ithinktheoneroastingthekebabsistheoldwoman’sdaughter!”

Uponhearingthat,GeraldturnedtolookatwhereRainewasstaring…andtrueenough,thewoman

roastingthekebabs—wholookedtobearoundthesameageasRaine—seemedtobetheirdaughter.

“Tothinkthatshe’salreadyearningmoneyatsuchayoungage,”mutteredRainewithasigh,now

feelingthatshehaditmuchbettercomparedtoher…

Whateverthecasewas,itwasabouttwentyminuteslaterwhenallthedisheswereserved.

Sincetheoldladywashereanyway,Geraldtookthechancetoask,“Thatyourdaughter,boss?”

Chucklinginresponse,theoldwomanthenreplied,“Sheis,actually!MyhusbandandIwerearound

thirtywhenweconceivedher,andwe’rejustthankfulthatshe’ssoresponsibleanddiligent.Youknow,

eventhoughshestudieshard,shestillmakesitapointtocomehelpusafterschool!Wereally

appreciateitsincewe’retoooldtogetthingsdonefastenough…”

Realizingthatshehadsaidabittoomuch,theoldwomanthensmiledbeforeadding,“…Anyway,do



enjoyyourmeal!I’llbeattendingtootherthingsfirst,butifyouneedme,don’thesitatetocall!”

Watchingastheoldwomanthenreturnedtoherstall,theduoshruggedbeforestartingtodigin…

SinceGeraldhadn’teatenkebabsinages,beingabletoeatthemnowbroughtbackseveraljoyous

memories…Whatbliss…

However,hismomentofpeacewascutshortwhenaloud‘crash’suddenlyfilledtheair,followedby

someoneyelling“Beatit”!

Followingthat,evenmoresmashingsoundscouldbeheard!Whatkindofchaoswasbrewing…?
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Turningtofacethesourceofthenoise,GeraldandRainewereimmediatelygreetedbythesightoftwo

groupsofpeople—wieldingvariouskindsofweapons—intimidatinglymarchingtowardeachother.It

wasevidentthattheywereabouttoengageinagroupfight…!

Uponseeinghowbadthesituationwas,thestallownersandcustomersimmediatelybeganpackingup

toflee,notwantingtogetdraggedintotheirfight.

Eventheoldcoupleandtheirdaughterwerepanicking,andtheywerealreadyhalfwaythroughpacking

theirstallupbythetimeGeraldandRaineturnedbacktolookatthem.



Raisingaslightbrow,Geraldwaspromptedtoask,“Whoarethosepeople,boss?”

Hearingthat,theoldwomanhastilyreplied,“They’rethisarea’sgangsters,andoncetheystartfighting,

theydon’tcareaboutanyoneelse’slives!Justsoyouknow,somepeoplegotdraggedintotheirmess

thelasttimesomethinglikethishappened,soyou’dbetterrunwhileyoucan!Keepthemoneyand

considerittobeourtreat!”

Naturally,Geraldwassurprisedtohearthat.Tothinkthatthesegangsterswouldactuallydukeitoutin

suchapublicarea!

Regardless,thoughthefamilyofthreewereabletofinishpackingandwerealreadyleavingwiththeir

cart,theyhadbarelybeenabletotakeafewstepswhenthehooligansbeganfighting!

Astheoldladyhadsaid,thesepeoplereallydidn’tseemtocareaboutthewellbeingofothersoncethey

startedfighting.Afterall,theywereextremelyfierceandfoughtliketherewasnotomorrow…

With‘crashing’and‘clanging’allovertheplace,ittrulywasachaoticsighttobehold…

Allofasudden,GeraldandRainewatchedasahulkingandintimidating-lookingbaldman—whoseemed

tobeoneofthegroupleaders—ranovertotheoldcouple’sstallandgrabbedaladlebeforerushing

backtofacetheopposinggroup!

Ofcourse,thefamilyofthreedidnothingtostophim.Afterall,theywerefrightenedstiff!

Atthatmoment,somethingincrediblyfastboltedpasteveryone’sview…andasplitsecondlater,the



baldmangaveoutapainedcry!

Uponcloserinspection,hisarmseemedtohavebeenjabbedbyatoothpickofallthings!

Withbloodstartingtogushoutfromthewound,everyonecouldonlystare,stupefied.

Whiletheynowknewwhattheweaponhadbeen,nobodyknewwhohadtossedthetoothpick.

Justastheywerewonderingaboutthat,Geraldstoodupbeforecasuallyyelling,“Hey,now!Ifyou

b*stardswanttofightsomuch,whynotfindsomeplacealittlemorevacant?Choosingsuchapublic

placetohaveagroupfight…What’llhappenifyouharmothers?Huh?”

Uponhearingthat,thebaldmanandhisgangmembersinstantlyfixedtheirgazesontoGerald.Tothink

thatthispersonwouldactuallydaretoconfrontthematatimelikethis!

Eventhosefromtheopposingfactionwerenowlookingover,bothgroupsmomentarilytoostupefiedto

resumetheirfight…
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Hell,thegangstersweren’teventheonlyonesshocked.Thespectatorsallhadtheirjawsdroppedas



well!

WasGeraldthatkeenondying?Whywashemeddlingintheirfightfornogoodreason?!

WhileevenRainewasshockedsilent,shecouldn’thelpbutfeelthatGeraldtrulywasagoodperson.

Afterall,everyoneelsehadtreatedthesceneindifferently,noneofthemdaringtoeventakeastep

forwardtostopthosehooligans…

Thenagain,theycouldn’treallybeblamed.Afterall,thatbaldmanandtheothergangsterswere

extremelydangerousandintimidating.Nobodywantedtogetintotheirbadbooks…

Whateverthecasewas,Geraldwasn’ttheleastafraidofthem.Afterall,theywerenothingbutantsto

him.

Besides,Geraldenjoyedhelpingothers,sowhobetterthanhimtobeawhiteknightinsuchasituation?

Whatmore,hewantedtousethisopportunitytohelpoutthatnicefamilyofthreewhohadeven

exemptedhimfromhisbill.Hesimplyconsideredthistobehisownwayofthankingthem.

Regardless,beforethebaldmancouldevensayaword,ayouthsportingaducktailhairstylewalked

forwardandpointedatGeraldasheretorted,“Heynow,whothehellevenareyoutomeddleinour

business?!”

Followingthat,theyouthcontinuedwalkingclosertoGerald.However,beforetheboycouldeventouch

him,Geraldhadalreadygrabbedontohisfinger…



Andwithasickening‘snap’itbecameclearasdaywhathadjusthappened.

Instantlybendingover,theyouthquicklyscrunchedhisface,notwantingtoscreaminagony.Afterall,

havingone’sfingerbrokenofflikethatdefinitelybroughtunbearablepain…!

Beforetheyouthcouldevengetbackup,Geraldsimplykickedhimrightinthestomach,sendinghim

flying…!

Staringwide-eyedattheboywhocouldn’tevencrawlbackupduetoallthepainhewasin,thebald

manimmediatelyroared,“Gethim!”

Hearingthat,allhissubordinatesimmediatelybeganboltingtowardGerald!

Ofcourse,Geraldremainedcoolasacucumberastheygotdangerouslyclose…Andinlessthana

minute,noneofthesubordinateswereleftstanding…
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Staringwide-eyed,thebaldmanwasleftcompletelystupefiedwhenhesawtheterriblestateallhis

menwerein.Manyofthemappearedtohavebrokenlimbs,andwithhowagonizingtheircrieswere,it

wasevidentthatnoneofthemweregoingtobeabletocontinuefighting…

Geraldhimselfsimplybeganwalkinguptothebaldmanwhoselegswerealreadytremblinginfear.Ifit

wasn’tclearenoughalready,Geraldsawnoneedtobemercifultosuchpeople.



Gulpingasthoughthegodofdeathwasswiftlyapproachinghim,thebaldmanbeganwalkingbackward

ashestuttered,“W-whatareyouplanningtodo?!”

Hearingthat,Geraldsimplysmiledsinisterlyashedisdainfullyreplied,“Doesitmatter?Also,areyou

retreating?Whathappenedtoallthatcouragefrombefore?”

AfterwitnessingGerald’sterrifyingmartialartsskills,asifthatbaldmanwouldstilldaretoactall

arrogant!TherewasnowayhewasevergoingtobeabletowinafightagainstGerald!Evenso,heknew

forafactthatitwasnowtoolateforhimtoretreat!

Justasthebaldmanwaswonderingiftheretrulywasnohopeofescaping,hesuddenlyfeltanacute

painonhischeek…andthenextthingheknew,hewasalreadyinagonizingpainashisfacekissedthe

dirt!

WithhowhardGerald’sslaphadbeen,severalofhisteethhadscatteredalloverthegroundandblood

wasnowdrippingfromhisdeformedmouth…

TremblingashelookedatGerald,thebaldmanimmediatelybeganbegging,“P-please,sir…Pleaseleave

mebe…!IknowwhatIdidwaswrongnow…!Iwon’teverdaretodosuchthingsagain…!”

“Oh?Soyoudoknowhowtobegformercy!”scoffedGeraldinafrigidtone.

Still,Geraldwasn’tswayedintheslightest.Apersonlikehimdidn’tdeservetobesympathizedon!

“S-sir,Imeanit…!Iwon’tdaretodosuchthingseveragain-”



Beforethebaldmancouldevenfinishhissentence,Geraldcuthimshortbylandingahardkickrighton

hisstomach!

Oncethebaldmanlandedquiteadistanceaway,Geraldtookthechancetosneer,“Ifyoudaregather

likethisjusttoengageingroupfightsagain,I’llmakesureIbeatallofyouuponcemore!Infact,I’ll

teachyoualessoneverytimeIhearsomeonecomplainaboutyoubullyingrandomciviliansortaking

theirthings,regardlessofwhetheritwasbyaccidentornot!Youhearme?!”

Immediatelycrawlingtotheirfeetandnoddinginresponse,thebaldmanandhissubordinates

immediatelynoddedbeforelimpingaway.Eventheothergroupofgangstersfledthesecondtheycould!

Whatcontemptuousindividuals…

Regardless,nowthattheyweregone,aloudroundofapplausecouldinstantlybeheard.Naturally,the

peoplewereclappingforGeraldforbeingsuchanimpressiveindividual.

Geraldhimselfsimplywavedhishandshumblybeforereturningtothefamilyofthree.

Smilingashelookedattheoldwoman,Geraldthensaid,“Don’tworry,it’sfinenow.Theywon’tever

daretoreturnhereanymore!”

“T-thankyousomuch…!”criedouttheoldwomaninagratuitoustone…

HadGeraldnotsteppedinearlier,whoknowswhatwould’vebecomeoftheirstallorfamily?Withthat

inmind,allthreeofthemsawGeraldastheirbenefactor,andtheyweresogratefultohimthattheyhad

toactivelyfighttheurgetokneelbeforetheyouth!



Simplychucklinginresponse,Geraldthenreplied,“You’reverywelcome!Speakingofwhich,we’renot

quitefullyet,sopleaseroastmorefoodforus!”

Uponhearingthat,thewomanwasmomentarilystunnedthoughshequicklyrecoveredandnodded

beforesaying,“O-ofcourse!Youcaneatwhateveryouwanttoday!Everything’sonthehouse,justfor

youtwo!”
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Withthatsaid,Geraldthenreturnedtohisseatastheoldcoupleandtheirdaughterbegansettingup

theirstallagain.

ThesecondGeraldsatdown,Raineimmediatelysaidinsincereadmiration,“Youweresoawesome

earlier,senior!”

Raine,forone,feltthatnotmanycouldbeatupsomanypeoplealoneandinsuchashortamountof

time,noless.

Laughinginresponse,Geraldsimplyrepliedinahumbletone,“Thatwasnothing.Thosehooliganswere

justtooweak!”

Ofcourse,Raineknewhewasjustbeingmodest.Afterall,thosegangstersweredefinitelyfarfromweak.

Evenso,theywereunabletoevenliftafingeragainstGerald!Thenagain,itwasn’tallthatsurprising.

Afterall,evenYash—aTaekwondoexpert—hadbeenunabletotakeonGerald!

Regardless,itwasabouttenminuteslaterwhentheoldwomanservedamassiveplateoffoodbefore



GeraldandRaine…

Smilingasshelookedattheduo,theoldwomanthensaid,“Orderup!Freshlyroasted,justforthetwo

ofyou!Again,ifthisisn’tenough,justgivemeacallandI’llroastupanotherplateforyou!”

“We’llkeepthatinmind!Thankyou,boss!”repliedbothGeraldandRaineatthesametime.

“Ohplease,weshouldbetheonesthankingyou!Afterall,wecould’vegottenintoserioustroublehad

younotsteppedinearlier!”saidtheoldwomanasshewavedherhandslightlybeforeleavingGerald

andRainetogivethemroomtoenjoytheirfood…

Astimewenton,theduorealizedthatmoreandmorepeopleseemedtocomeovertohavetheirmeals

intheoldcouples’stall.Itseemedthattheincidenttrulywasapositiveturningpointinthecouples’

businessluck.

Eitherway,itwasaroundeleventhatnightwhenGeraldandRainefinallyfinishedtheirmeals.

Withthat,Geraldwalkeduptotheoldwomanbeforeasking,“Howmuchwasallthat,boss?”

“…Huh?Itoldyou,it’sonthehouse!Afterall,youhelpedussomuchtonight!There’ssimplynowayI

couldtakeyourmoney!”repliedtheoldwoman.

Evenso,therewasnowayshewasevergoingtobeabletopersuadeGeraldagainstit.Afterall,Gerald

knewforafactthatthefamilyofthreedidn’thaveiteasy.Whatmore,heandRainehadeatenquitea

bittonight,andtheingredientcostsprobablyweren’tcheap.Withthatinmind,hewasgoingtopayher

nomatterwhat!



“Boss,Iknowhowharditisforyoutomakealiving,sopleaseacceptthemoney!Otherwise,I’mafraidI

wouldn’tdarereturnheretoeatnexttime!”saidGeraldashefishedoutseveralten-dollarbillsfromhis

walletandgentlypushedthemintoherhands.

“He’sright,boss!Justacceptthemoney!”addedRaine—whowasnowstandingbesideGerald—,

understandingGerald’sintent.

Hearingthat,thewomancouldonlysighindefeatasshetookthemoneybeforesaying,“…Alright,I’ll

takeit!ComebyanytimeandI’llgivebothofyoudiscounts!”

Noddinginresponse,bothofthemthenreplied,“Butofcoursewewill!”

Smilinghappilyattheirresponse,theoldwomanthenwatchedasGeraldandRainefinallyleftthe

area…

Asshewasabouttogetbacktowork,theoldwomancouldn’thelpbutnoticethatherdaughter’seyes

wereaffixedinthedirectionoftheleavingduo.

Knowingthatlovestruckgazeanywhere,theoldwomanwaspromptedtosay,“…Don’ttellmeyouhave

acrushonhim,Yusra…”

Herdaughter’snamewasYusraZablocki,andshewasinherthirdyearofhighschool.

Whateverthecasewas,whensheheardhermothersaythat,thecharmingYusracouldn’thelpbut

blush…
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“Whatonearthareyouonabout,mom…?”mutteredYusrashyly.

Asifhermotherwouldbuyherbluff!Shakingherhead,thewomanthenlookedatherdaughterbefore

saying,“I’msureIdon’thavetoremindyouthatyourmainfocusnowshouldbeyourstudies…Evenso,

I’mnotreallyagainstyouhavingrelationshipswithothersaslongasyourpartnerisnicetoyou…”

Uponhearingthat,Yusrasimplynodded.She,forone,waswellawarethatshealreadyhadacrushon

Gerald.Afterall,contrarytoalltheothermenshehadpreviouslymet,Geraldsimplyoozedastrong

senseofsecuritythatputherheartatease…

Honestly,ifthechancepresenteditself,YusratrulyhopedthatshewouldgettomeetGeraldagain.

She’dbepleasedjusttobeabletotalkwithhimonetoone…

‘Iwonderifsuchachancewouldactuallypresentitselfthough…’Yusrathoughttoherself…

MovingbacktoGerald,aftersendingRainebacktohervilla,hereturnedtohisown.

Sinceitwasalreadyratherlate,bothNatallieandEarlahadalreadyhitthehay.Withthatinmind,

Geraldgrabbedabottleofwineandsatinthelivingroomalone,sippingredwinelateintothepeaceof

night…

Despitebeingthelasttoheadtobed,Geraldwasfirsttowake.

AftersendingEarlatoschool,GeraldthenbeganheadingofftohisgrouptogetherwithNatallie.



Ashewasdriving,Natalliereported,“ChairmanCrawford,ChairmanKershawfromtheZachariahGroup

willapparentlybecomingovertoourgrouptoday.Wouldyouliketomeethim?”

“TheZachariahGroup?”askedGeraldasheraisedaslightbrow.

“Indeed.Hecalledmestatingthathewishedtopersonallyapologizetoyou,”explainedNatallie.

Hearingthat,Geraldrecalledtheincidentsofthepreviousday…HeclearlyrememberedhowZurihad

decidedtomesswiththemattheamusementpark,eventuallyleadingtohergettingdivorcedwith

Zachariah…

Whateverthecasewas,sinceZachariahwantedtoapologizetohiminperson,Geraldfiguredthatitwas

becausehereallywantedtokeephisgroupunderhisname.

Withallthatinmind,Geraldpausedforamomentbeforeeventuallysaying,“…Well,sincehe’ssincere

enoughtocomeovertoapologize,sure!I’llmeethim!”

Geraldwasn’texactlyaninconsiderateperson.Afterall,heknewforafactthattheeventyesterdayhad

prettymuchnothingtodowithhim.Zacharia’swifehadbeenthetruetroublemaker.Understanding

that,Geraldwasn’tabouttomakethingsoverlydifficultfortheman…

Regardless,itwasabouthalfanhourlaterwhentheduofinallyarrivedattheYonjourGroupbuilding…

Beforeenteringthebuilding,theywerebothgreetedbythesightofablackcarthathadbeenparked

closetothebuilding’sentrance.Ofcourse,thecarbelongedtononeotherthanZachariah…

UponrealizingthatGeraldandNatalliewerehere,Zachariahimmediatelygotoutofhiscarbefore



respectfullygreeting,“ChairmanCrawford…!”

Smilingashelookedattheman,Geraldthenrepliedinaplayfultone,“Sowemeetagain,Chairman

Kershaw!”

Hearingthat,Zachariahcouldn’thelpbutblushslightlyinembarrassment.Afterall,Zurihadbrought

nothingbutshametohimduetoheractions…Thankgodhefinallydivorcedher…Hehadmadesureto

doitimmediatelyaswell.Afterall,hewouldn’tdareprolongthedivorceafterpromisingGerald—ofall

people—todoso.

Shakinghishead,ZachariahthenlookedatGeraldwithdeterminedeyesashesaid,“Itrulyapologizefor

yesterday,ChairmanCrawford!Justsoyouknow,I’vedivorcedZuri,justasyoutoldmeto!”
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Smilingsubtlyinresponse,Geraldthensaid,“Let’shaveachatupstairs…”

WatchingasGeraldbeganwalkingforward,ZachariahandNatalliequicklyfollowedhislead…

Afterheadingupstairs,thetriosoonfoundthemselvesinGerald’soffice…

Uponentering,GeraldsignaledforZakariahtotakeaseatashesaid,“Dohaveaseatfirst,Chairman

Kershaw.Natallie,pleaseserveourguestsometea!”

“Copythat,ChairmanCrawford!”repliedNatalliewithanodbeforeleavingtheroom…



Nowthattheywerealone,Geraldclearedhisthroatbeforesaying,“Firstof,there’snoneedto

apologize,ChairmanKershaw.Afterall,yesterday’sincidenthadnothingtodowithyou.”

Hearingthat,Zachariahwasmomentarilystunned.Afterall,hehadnoideawhathadpromptedGerald

tosaythat.

Startingtopanic,Zakariahthensaid,“C-chairmanCrawford…Whatdoyou-”

Seeinghowpanickedthemanwas,Geraldcouldn’thelpbutlaugh,cuttingZachariah’ssentenceshort.

Lookingattheterrifiedman,Geraldthenrepliedwithasmile,“There’snoneedtobesonervous,

ChairmanKershaw.There’snohiddenmeaningbehindmywords…”

Onceheheardthat,Zachariahfoundhimselfbreathingmucheasier.

GeraldhimselfcouldnowtelljusthowmuchZachariahfearedthethoughtofhisgroupgettingacquired

bytheYonjourGroup.

Truthbetold,Geraldwasn’teveninterestedinacquiringZachariah’sgroup.Afterall,thoughthe

ZachariahGroupwasincomparablewiththeYonjourGroup,itwasstilloneofthebestleadinggroupsin

SchywaterCity.Whatmore,thatgroupalsomadeseveralcontributionstocharity,whichgaveGerald

evenlessreasontobuythegroupoffZachariah.

Withthatinmind,insteadoftalkingaboutyesterday’sincident—whichwasn’tevenZachariah’sfault—,

Geraldwantedtotalkaboutsomethingelse.



“Nowthen,sinceyou’vecalmeddown,dohearoutmyproposal,ChairmanKershaw…Iunderstandthat

you’reanexcellententrepreneur.Afterall,youestablishedyourgroupfromthegroundup!Withthatin

mind,Ihopethatyourgroupwillbewillingtocooperatewithmine,”explainedGeraldwhohadhonestly

beenthinkingaboutthisthesecondZurimentionedZachariah’snamethedaybefore.

Regardless,uponhearingthat,Zachariahinstantlyexpressedaclearlookofincredulity!Afterall,he

could’veneverimaginedthatGeraldwouldactuallyaskhimtocooperatewiththeYonjourGroup

insteadofsimplyobtainingtheZachariahGroup.Asitturnedout,hereallyhadbeenoverthinking!

Still,thatdidn’tmakehimfeelanylesssurprised.Withthatinmind,Zachariahgulpedbeforeasking,“D-

doyoureallymeanit,ChairmanCrawford…?Areyoutrulywillingtocooperatewithmygroup…?”

“AsifI’djokeaboutsomethinglikethis!”repliedGeraldashenoddedwithasmile.

“W-whatwonderfulnews,ChairmanCrawford…!I’vealwayswantedtocooperatewithyou!”exclaimed

theincreasinglyexcitedZachariah.

ForGeraldtoactuallyinitiateatalkaboutcooperatingwithhisgroup…Thiswascertainlysomethingto

beproudof!

“Gladtohearthat!Regardless,mayIknowwhataspectyourgroupmainlydealswithnow?”asked

Gerald.

“Ah,well,mygroupmainlydealswithconstruction—bothlocalandregional—andwe’realsoinvolvedin

therealestatescene!”repliedZachariahwhowasalreadythinkingaboutthefutureofhisgroup.



BeingabletocooperatewithGerald’sgroupwasdefinitelygoingtobehisbestchanceofdevelopingthe

ZachariahGroup.

“Isee…What’sthebiggestprojectyoucurrentlyhave,ChairmanKershaw?”askedGeraldafternodding.
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Sincetheyweregoingtocollaborate,Geraldwasdefinitelygoingafterthebiggestproject.Afterall,

whatwasthepointifhedidn’t?

Hearingthat,Zachariahthenreplied,“You’reinluck,ChairmanCrawford.Icurrentlyhaveaverygood

projectregardingthedevelopmentandconstructionaroundSchywaterCity’sseaarea.”

FindingwhatZachariahsaidinteresting,Geraldthenasked,“Couldyouperhapsbetalkingaboutthe

developmentofthecommercialareaaroundthecity’sseaarea?”

Noddinginresponse,Zachariahsmiledbeforereplying,“That’stheone.Iseeyou’veheardaboutthe

project,ChairmanCrawford!”

“Iwon’tdenythatI’vebeenkeepinganeyeonthatplace.Hmm…Whydon’twedoitthisway,

ChairmanKershaw?Forthatparticulararea,I’mplanningtohavemygroupparticipatebyoccupyinga

greatshareandcarryingouttheconstructionwithyourgroup.Withthatsaid,Ithinkit’sonlyfairthatall

theconditionsanddesignsrelatedtotheconstructionshouldbehandledbytheYonjourGroup.What

doyouthink?”askedGeraldafteraslightpause.

Thoughhewasmomentarilystartledtohearthat,aftersnappingoutofit,Zachariahimmediatelysaid,

“Notaproblem,ChairmanCrawford.Ialreadyfinditagreathonorthatyou’rewillingtocooperatewith

meinthefirstplace!Regardless,I’llbeleavingeverythingtotheYonjourGroupthen!”



Afterrecoveringfromhisgenuineshockearlier,Zachariah—forone—knewbetterthantonegotiateany

furtherwithGerald.Afterall,itwouldbebadifhesomehowgotonGerald’sbadsideandendedup

losingthechancetocooperate.

Intheworldofbusiness,knowinghowandwhentoactwascrucial.Ifonedidn’tgrabtheopportunity

whenitappeared,failurewouldbetheonlyoptionleft…

ItwasatthatmomentwhenNatallieenteredtheroomwithZacharia’stea.

Uponseeingher,Geraldimmediatelyordered,“Ah,thereyouare,Natallie.Godraftupacontractfora

collaborationandshowittomelater.”

“Gotit,ChairmanCrawford,”repliedNatalliebeforeleavingtheroom.

Onceshewasgone,Zachariahcouldn’thelpbutask,“Youseemparticularlyinterestedinthatarea,

ChairmanCrawford…Howexactlyareyouplanningtobuildit?”

ThecommercialareaaroundSchywaterCity’sseaareawasalargeandcompletelynewareathatwas

currentlyunderconstruction.Withthearea’ssizeinmind,itmademanyquestionhowtoevengoabout

buildingtheareaup.

Infact,thoughitwastheZachariahGroup’sproject,evenZachariahhadbeenwonderinghowto

properlynavigatethroughtheproject.Tothinkthatafterbeingvexedoutofhismind—aboutthe

project—forsolong,Geraldwouldsuddenlycomeupwiththeideaofcollaboratingonthatspecific

project!Ittrulywassomethingtocelebrateabout…



Afterall,thefundsneededfortheprojectalonecostnearlyawhoppingonebillionandfivehundred

milliondollars!EvenwithhowrichtheZachariahGroupwas,itwasnearimpossibleforthemtotakeon

suchalargeprojectalone.Truthbetold,Zachariahhadalreadybeenthinkingofcollaboratingwith

severalothergroups—duringthelaterstages—tohavethepercentageallotment.

NowthattheYonjourGroupwassteppingin,however,Zachariahknewthattheirtwogroupswouldbe

morethanenoughtotakeontheproject.Betteryet,italsomeantthattheprojectwouldbeexclusively

ownedbyonlytheYonjourandZachariahGroups!

AsforGerald,abillionandfivehundredmilliondollarswasnothingtohim…

Regardless,itwasalittleoveranhourlaterwhenNatalliereturnedwithacontract.

HandingittoGerald,shethensaid,“I’vedraftedupthecontract,ChairmanCrawford.Dohavealookat

it.”
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“Thankyou,Natallie,”repliedGeraldinanappreciativetoneasNatalliesmiledbackbeforeleaving.

Followingthat,Geraldbeganlookingthroughthecontract…andoncehewasdone,hehandeditto

Zachariah.

“Dohavealookatthecontract,ChairmanKershaw,andtellmeifthere’sanythingyoufind

dissatisfactory.I’mopentofurtherconditionsorrequestsaswell,ifyouhaveany.Sincewe’re

collaborating,thisprojectshouldbenefitbothourgroups,”saidGeraldinacalmmanner.



Gerald,forone,knewthatinorderforthecollaborationtowork,heneededtoshowhissincerityand

respecttoZachariahinsteadofsimplyputtingupanaggressivefront.Afterall,attheendoftheday,

Zachariahwasn’texactlyasmallfry.Hewasachairmanaswell,andthatearnedhimtherighttohave

Geraldtreathimwithrespect.

Eitherway,aftercarefullyreadingthroughthecontract,Zachariahnoddedbeforereplying,“Iseeno

problemwiththecontract,ChairmanCrawford!”

“Isee.Thenlet’sgetitsignedthen!”saidGeraldwithanodasbothofthemgottheirpensandsigned

theirnamesonit…

Withthatdone,theircollaborationwasnowofficial.

Respectfullyreachinghishandoutforahandshake,Zachariahthendeclared,“Ihopeforagreat

collaborationbetweenus,ChairmanCrawford!”

ShakingZachariah’shand,Geraldpolitelyreplied,“Butofcourse!Wellsaid,ChairmanKershaw!”

“Wellthen…Ifthereisn’tanythingelse,I’llbetakingmyleavefirst,ChairmanCrawford.Ifyoufaceany

problems,feelfreetocontactmeanytime!”saidZachariahashegotuptoleave.

Oncehewasgone,Natalliewalkedinbeforeaskinginslightbewilderment,“ChairmanCrawford…Imay

besteppingalittleoutofline,butwhatmadeyoutaketheinitiativetocooperatewiththeZachariah

Group…?”



Afterall,forNatallie,theYonjourGroupcouldeasilyhavetakenontheprojectwithouttheZachariah

Group’shelp.Duetothecollaboration,theynowhadtosharetheprofitswiththeZachariahGroup,

whichwaswhyNatalliefoundGerald’sactionstobesoconfusing.

“You’reprobablythinkingwhywehavetosharetheprofitswiththeZachariahGroupinsteadofjust

takingtheprojectforourselves,right?”repliedGerald,readingNatallielikeanopenbook.

WatchingasNatalliethennodded,Geraldrevealedasubtlesmilebeforesaying,“Let’sjustsayIdiditto

gainanally.Afterall,ifwekeepmakingenemies,it’llbesuretobackfireagainstussomeday…Besides,

Zuriwastheonewhohadcausedusallthattroubleyesterday,notZachariah.”

“YoucouldsaythatI’mreturninggoodforevil.Throughthiscollaboration,I’llbeabletowinhimover,

allowinghimtocooperatewithusinasincereway.Inthelongterm,thatbenefitwillsurelystick.While

wecouldsurelybenefitimmediatelybytakingtheprojectallforourselves,doingsowillonlycauseusto

losealotmorethingsinthelongrun.”

AfterhearingGerald’sexplanation,Natalliesimplynoddedinresponse…
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Shortlyafter,Natalliethenwalkedoutoftheoffice,leavingGeraldallaloneinthere…

Lookingup,Geraldcouldn’thelpbutsmilefaintly,thinkingabouthowmuchfasterhispropertieswere

goingtodevelopnow.Beforelong,everythingwasgoingtobelongtohim…Oncethathappened,he

wouldestablishanewbusinessempirefortheCrawfordFamily,andthatwashiscurrentmajorgoal…

Eversincehisfamilyfellintodecline,everythingthathisfamilyusedtoownceasedtoexist.Duetothat,

Geraldwantedtoreclaimeverythingthathadoncebelongedtohisfamily…

Fastforwardtonighttime,Geraldcouldbeseenenteringhisstudyinhisvilla…



Takingadust-coveredboxoffahighshelf,Geraldcouldn’thelpbutstareatitforawhile.

Hehadbroughttheboxbackfromhisfamily’soldhome,andithadremainedunopenedtillthisveryday.

Asforwhyhebroughtithere,hesimplywantedtokeepitsafe.Afterall,nobodyelseknewthatthebox

washeresinceGeraldhadbeenparticularlysecretivewithit.

Regardless,theboxcontaineditemsbelongingtohis‘grandfather’,andhefiguredthathehadputoff

openingitforabittoolong.Itwasfinallytimetoseeitscontents…

Afterhesitatingslightly,Geraldbrushedthedustofftheboxbeforecarefullyremovingitslid…and

within,hesawanancient-lookingnotebook.

Sincetheboxwasratherhuge,Geraldcouldn’thelpbutraiseaslightbrowinhisconfusion.Whywas

suchalargeboxusedtokeepthisancient-lookingnotebook…?

Thenagain,his‘grandfather’didn’tdothingswithoutareason.Thenotebookwasdefinitelysomething

extraordinarysincethatoldmankeptitthisway.Whatsecretsdidithold…?

Takingthetatterednotebookout,Geraldthengentlyplaceditonatableandbegancarefullyflipping

throughit…

Withitscoveralldeterioratedandthepapersinsideallfrayedandyellow,Geraldcouldsafelyassume

thatthenotebookhadtobeatleastseveraldecadesold.Onefliptoohardandtheentirenotebook

couldeasilycrumbletopieces…
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Aftercarefullycontinuingtoreadthroughthenotebook,Geraldsoonrealizedwhatitwasusedfor.

Asitturnedout,hisgrandfatherhadusedthenotebooktorecordeverythingthathadhappenedever

sincetheCrawfordfamilywasestablished.ItevenincludedtheestablishmentoftheotherCrawford

family!

Readingon,Geraldcouldn’thelpbutgrithisteethwhenherememberedthathisfamilyhadbeenmere

puppets,pawnstobemanipulatedbyhisgrandfather…

Intheend,neitheroftheCrawfordscontinuedtoexist…

EverythingbelongedtoGeraldnow.

Shakingthethoughtoff,Geraldthencontinuedflippingthroughthenotebook…anditwasn’tlongafter

beforehiseyeswidenedashemuttered,“…The…CrawfordInheritancePower…!This…!”

Deeplyinterestedinthematter,Geraldimmediatelybegancarefullyreadingthroughthatspecificpage.

TheCrawfordInheritancePowerwasasecretthathisfamilyhadkeptwell-hiddenforhundredsofyears,

andthepoweritselfcouldonlybeobtainedbysomeonewhowaspartoftheCrawfordfamilybloodline.



AsGeraldcametolearn,evenifthatconditionwasmet,itdidn’tmakethepowerofinheritanceeasyto

obtain.Afterall,thepowerexistedonlyinafar-offlandknownastheAutremondeRealm…

SotherewasanotherworldcalledtheAutremondeRealm…Thinkingaboutotherworlds,Gerald

couldn’thelpbutreminisceaboutthetimewhenhehadbeenintheLeicomContinent,thoughhe

quicklyshookthethoughtsoff.

Whateverthecasewas,theimportantthingtonotewasthattheCrawfordInheritancePowerwas

locatedintheAutremondeRealm.

Thinkingaboutit,Geraldwonderedifhecouldmakeabreakthroughinhisstrengthifheobtainedthat

Aeyegana.Ifthatwasthecase,thenhewouldtrulybecomethemostpowerfulpersonwithinthe

cultivationrealm…
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Ashethoughtaboutthat,Geraldeventuallyshookhisheadbeforecontinuingtoread,wonderingif

therewereanyrecordsofhowtoentertheAutremondeRealm…

Thankfully,theexactmethodofgettingtothatplacewaswrittenjustafewlinesbelow.

Asitturnedout,theonlywaytogettherewasbylocatingawell-hiddenstonemonumentatthepeakof

MountKenloux.Evenafterfindingit,onlyafterchantingaspecificspellcouldonegettheportaltothe

AutremondeRealmtoopen…

Thespellitselfwasarareone,andonlyfivepeoplehaveeverbeenknowntohavelearnedit…Naturally,



Gerald’s‘grandfather’hadbeenoneofthem.

Readingon,Geraldfoundoutthatthreeofthem—excludinghis‘grandfather’—hadalreadydiedsome

seventyyearsago,whichmeantthatonlyoneremainedalivetillthisveryday…

ThatpersonapparentlywentbythenameofChristosHamilton,butasGeraldwouldcometolearn,he

hadalreadyleftDragonottandmovedtoRicoforquiteawhilenow…

Evenso,GeraldknewthathehadtofindthatmanifheeverwantedtoobtaintheCrawfordInheritance

PowerintheAutremondeRealm.

Still,Christosshouldalreadybenearingahundredyearsoldbynow…Whydidhesuddenlychooseto

movetoRicoofallplaces…?Washetryingtoavoidsomething…?

ItwasamysterythatGeraldwasequallyaskeenonsolving…

Whateverthecasewas,GeraldthenfishedhismobilephoneoutandbegancallingNatallie…

Onceshepickedup,heimmediatelysaid,“Natallie?BookmeaflighttoRico,pronto!”

Followingthat,thingswentrathersmoothly,anditwasn’ttoolongbeforeGeraldwasallpackedand

readytogotoRico.Naturally,hemadesurehehadhisnotebookwithhimatalltimes.



Whilereadingthroughitagain,hefoundthatChristos’shomeaddress—inRico—hadbeenjotteddown

init,mostpossiblybythelastpersonwhohadcomelookingfortheman.Evenso,Geraldreallywasn’t

sureifhisgrandfatherwastheonewhohadwrittenitthere.

Regardless,everythingwouldbemadeclearoncehearrivedinRico…

Onthatverysameday,GeraldboardedaplanestraighttoRico,andafterelevenhours,hetookhisfirst

stepintotheforeigncountry…
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Followingtheaddressinthenotebook,Geraldsooncameacrossagrocerystore…

Tohissurprise,however,thestorelookedlikeithadbeenoutofbusinessforyears.Eventhestore’s

doorwastightlyclosed!

Unsurehowtoevenreacttothis,Geraldthenbeganknockingonthestore’sdoor…butevenafterafew

knocks,notasoundcouldbeheardcomingfrominside…

Therewenthishopesthatsomeonewaslivinginside…

JustasGeraldwasabouttodejectedlyleave,hesuddenlyheardthecreakingofanopeningdoor…!

Turningaround,Geraldwasquicktorealizethatnobodywasstandingatthedoor!



Thoughhemomentarilyfroze,Geraldwastednotimeandquicklyenteredthegrocerystore…

Itwaspitchblackinsideandstrongmustysmellsemanatedfromeverycornerofthestore…Thisplace

reallyneededagoodcleaning…

Sensingthatnobodywasgoingtogreethimfirst,Geraldtooktheinitiativetodeclare,“SeniorChristos

Hamilton?Areyouthere?I’madescendantoftheCrawfordfamily!”

“Comein!”repliedagruffvoicefromdeeperinsidethestore.

Uponhearingthat,Geraldwasdelighted.Asitturnedout,hereallyhadfoundtherightplace!

Withthat,hequicklymadehiswaytotheroomwherethevoiceoriginatedfrom…anduponarrivingat

theroom’sentrance,hewasgreetedbythesightofseveralbeerbottlesscatteredaroundaseatedold

manwholookedlikehedesperatelyneededashower…

Theentireroomreekedofalcohol,andGeraldcouldn’thelpbutshiverslightlyashestaredatthemessy

-hairedoldman…
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Truthbetold,Geraldcouldn’tbelievethatthepersonbeforehimwastheactualChristosHamilton…

Afterall,accordingtothenotebook,Christoswasonceoneofthetopfiguresinthecultivationworld.In

fact,hewasprobablyevenstrongerthanhis‘grandfather’!



Howdidsuchapowerfulfigureendupinsuchastate…?

Whateverthecasewas,Geraldclearedhisthroatbeforewarilyasking,“…I…takeitthatyou’reSenior

Christos…?”

Hearingthat,ChristosthenslowlyraisedhisheadtolookatGerald…Geraldhimselfwasn’tabletogeta

clearlookattheoldman’sfacialfeaturessincehismessyhaircoveredoverhalfofhisface…

“…AdescendantoftheCrawfordsyousay…Tellme,whoisDarylBodachtoyou?”askedChristosina

calmtone.

“Daryl…Bodach?”mutteredthemomentarilyconfusedGerald,thoughhequicklyrealizedthatChristos

wasprobablytalkingabouthis‘grandfather’.

Tothinkthathis‘grandfather’hadchosensuchanameforhimself…

“He’smygrandfather!”repliedGeraldratherunwillingly.

Hedidn’treallylikecallingthatoldb*stardhisgrandfatheranymore,butwhatotherchoicedidhehave

ifhewantedtogetmoreinformationabouttheAutremondeRealmfromChristos?



“Hah!He’syourgrandfatheryousay?Darylhashadmanychildrenandgrandchildren!Whyareyouthe

onlyonewho’scomelookingformeafteralltheseyears?Cutthecr*pandjusttellmewhatyou’re

reallyherefor!”scoffedChristosinadisdainfultone.

Fromthelooksofit,ChristosreallyhatedDaryl…
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“…Well,forone,mygrandfatherhasdied,andtheCrawfordfamilynolongerexists…Withthatinmind,

IshouldnotethatI’mhereonmyownbehalfandnotonbehalfofmyfamily.AsforwhyI’mhere,I’d

liketoaskyousomething…IsittruethatyouknowhowtoaccesstheAutremondeRealm…?”asked

Gerald.

Uponhearingthat,Christosmomentarilywentsilent.StaringatGeraldforawhile,theoldmanthen

askedinacoldtone,“…SowhatifIdo?”

“Well,ifyoudo,I’dliketolearnmoreaboutthatplace.AsforhowIfoundoutabouttheAutremonde

Realminthefirstplace,Ilearnedofitsexistenceafterreadingabouttherealminanoldfamily

notebook.Thenotebookalsostatedthatyou’vebeentherebefore!”repliedGerald.

“…Look,I’msorrybutIcan’ttellyouanythingaboutthatplace!Ifthere’snothingelse,thenjustleave

already!”yelledChristos,firmlydenyinganyformofhelp.

Hearingthat,Geraldfeltratherhelpless.Evenso,hecouldtellthatChristosmusthaveexperienced

somethingbadthere…WhyelsewouldhebesoagainsttalkingabouttheAutremondeRealm?



Still,Geraldknewforafactthatforcingtheoldmantotalkwouldn’tdohimanygood.

Withthatinmind,sincehealreadyknewthatdoingthingsthehardwaywouldn’tgethimanywhere,he

mayaswelltryusingthesoftway.

Followingthatthought,Geraldthenleftthegrocerystore…Thoughhereturnedsoonafterwithseveral

cansofbeeraswellassomefood.

Hopefully,thiswouldshowChristoshowsincerehewas…

Fingerscrossedthattheoldmanwouldfinallybewillingtoopenupalittle,Geraldthenplacedthebeer

andfoodbeforeChristos.

Openingoneofthebeercansandhandingittotheoldman,Geraldthensaid,“Iknowhowpowerful

youare,seniorChristos.Withthatinmind,Irespectyoualot.DohavesomebeerandfoodandIhope

you’llbewillingtoatleasthaveatalkwithmeafterthat!”

Withsomanybeerbottleslyingaround,itwasn’thardforGeraldtoguessthattheoldmanwaspretty

fondofdrinking.ItwasprobablytohelpChristoseasehispains…
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StaringatGeraldforagoodminute,ChristoseventuallysighedbeforetakingthebeercanthatGerald

hadhandedouttohim.



Afterafewsips,Christoswaspromptedtosay,“…You’reverydifferentfromDaryl,youknowthat?You

don’tlookorfeellikehisgrandsonatall!Regardless,despitethefactthathe’sbeenacalculativeperson

hisentirelife,itseemsthateventhatcouldn’thelphimescapedeath!”

SensinghowgreatlybiasedChristoswastowardhis‘grandfather’,Geralddecidedtochangethetopicby

asking,“SeniorChristos,could…youtellmewhatyouknowabouttheAutremondeRealm…?Whatkind

ofplaceisit…?”

Seeminglyalreadyexpectingthatquestiontocomeupagain,Christossimplysighedashereplied,“Kid,

befrankandtellmewhyyou’resocuriousabouttheAutremondeRealm…Youcan’tseriouslybe

thinkingofheadingthere,canyou…?”

“ThatIam,seniorChristos!Afterall,IwanttoobtaintheCrawfordInheritancePower!”declaredGerald,

nolongerbeatingaroundthebush.

“Soyoureallyareafterthatpower…You’resimilartoDarylinthisaspect.Afterall,hewantedtoobtain

theinheritancepoweraswell.Regardless,I’llsayitrightnowthattheAutremondeRealmisn’tassimple

asyouthinkitis!It’saplacethatwehumanscan’teverreach!”repliedChristos,soundingincreasingly

agitatedwitheachpassingword…

Raisingaslightbrow,Geraldwaspromptedtoask,“…Andwhyisthat…?”

“YousaidyouknowhowstrongIam,right?Well,despitethatfact,Ialmostlostmylifethere!What

more,mostofmyfacegotdestroyedwhileIwasintheAutremondeRealm!”
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Aftersayingthat,Christossighedbeforemovinghishairtotheside,revealinghiscompletelyburned

face…

Saveforthenarrowslitsofhiseyesandatremendouslymisshapennoseandmouth,everythingelse

wascompletelycharred.

Naturally,thisleftGeraldshocked.Afterall,evensuchapowerfulpersonlikeChristosendedupgetting

suchterribleinjuriesintheAutremondeRealm…Itseemedthatthatplacetrulywasextremely

dangerous…

Regardless,Christosthenaddedinaserioustone,“Again,Iadviseyouagainstgettinganyfurther

informationabouttheAutremondeRealm.Justforgetabouttheinheritancepowerandliveyourlife

well…Otherwise,you’lljustenduplikeme!”

WhileGeraldknewChristosmeantwell,hewasnaturallynotgoingtodoastheoldmansaid.

Withthat,GeraldthenkneltbeforeChristosbeforerespectfullypleading,“Iunderstandthatyoucare

formywellbeing,seniorChristos…However,IinsistthatIgothere,andinordertodoso,Ihopeyou’ll

helpmeunlockthestonemonumentsothatIcanheadtotheAutremondeRealm!”

Uponhearingthat,Christoscouldonlysighhelplessly.

“…Whileyoudon’tresembleDaryl,Iseeyou’veinheritedhisstubbornness…Well,sinceyou’reso

insistentondying,sobeit!Justunderstandthatyou’retobearalltheconsequencesofyouractions!”

saidChristos,muchtoGerald’sdelight.



Truthbetold,GeraldonlyneededChristos’shelpinopeningtheportaltotheAutremondeRealm.Once

hewasthere,hewasalreadyexpectingtodoeverythingelseonhisown.

WhileitwastruethathethoughtthatwaysothatChristoswouldn’thavetoriskdyingagainby

followinghim,GeraldwashonestlymoreworriedabouthavingtodealwithChristos’sdrinkingproblems

alongthewayiftheoldmancamealong…
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Whateverthecasewas,itwasonlysecondslaterwhenbothGeraldandChristos’sexpressionsturned

grave.

Bothofthemhadsensedanimmensemurderousintentrapidlyapproachingthemfromtheoutside!

“…Itseemsthatyou’vebeenfollowed,kid!Yougotalotofenemiesorsomething?”grumbledChristos.

SinceChristoshadbeenlayinglowinherefordecades,therewasnowaytheenemywascomingforhim.

Withthatinmind,Geraldunderstoodthatitonlymadesenseforthemurderouspeopletobeafter

him…

Still,tothinkthatnewsabouthimarrivinginRicowouldspreadsoquickly…Gerald,forone,hadn’t

expectedotherstobecomingafterhimsosoon!Hadhisenemiesbeenobservinghimthisentiretime…?

Regardless,Geraldcouldonlylowerhisheadinembarrassmentashesaid,“Iapologizeforthetrouble,

seniorChristos…!Allowmetodealwiththemfirst!”



Followingthat,hewalkedoutthegrocerystoreandstoodbythedoor…

Bythispoint,nighthadalreadyfallenanditwasquitedark.Addingthattothefactthatnotasinglesoul

couldbeseenwalkingthestreets,thescenewasundoubtedlycreepy…

Italmostfeltlikedangerlurkedineverycorner…

AsplitsecondafterGeraldhadthatthought,severalknivesbeganflyingtowardhim!

WhileGeraldwasabletododgeallofthem—resultingintheknivesgettingembeddedintothedoor

behindhim—,itwastoodarktoseehisassailants.

However,itdidn’ttakelongbeforeafewmurderous-lookingmen—allofthemdonningblack

suits—emergedfromtheshadows!

Allofthemhadlongswordsinhand,andtheyquicklysurroundedtheyouth…
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Whilethearmedmenweren’texactlyweak,toGerald,theywerenowhereclosetobeinghisopponents.

Beforeanyone—includingGerald—couldmakeamove,however,ablurryfiguresuddenlyboltedoutof

thegrocerystore!



StoppingrightinfrontofGerald,thefigurethenreleasedapowerfulshockwavefromhispalm,sending

allthemeninblackflying!

Bythetimetheylanded,allofthemwerealreadydead!

Ofcourse,theonewhohaddonethedeedwasnoneotherthanChristos,andhispowerwascertainlya

surprisetoGerald.Thenagain,GeraldwasmorestartledbythefactthatChristoshadhelpedhimtake

thosemenoutinthefirstplace.

Whateverthecasewas,ChristosthenlookedatGeraldratherdisdainfullybeforesaying,“Hey,whyare

youevenwastingtimewiththosemorons?YousaidyouneededmyhelptoheadtotheAutremonde

Realm,no?Let’sgetgoingthen!”

Uponhearingthat,Geraldwasrightfullyembarrassed.Afterall,whilehecould’vetakenthosemenout

justaseasily,hehadn’tdonesoimmediatelyjustasChristoshad…

Regardless,sinceChristoshaddealtwiththem,hehadonelessthingtobotherabout…

Still,Geraldhadtohandittothatoldman.Afterall,hestillmaintainedhisstrengthafterallthese

years…

Eitherway,thetwothenleftforDragonott…

Oncetheyhadboardedtheirflight,Geraldcouldn’thelpbutask,“SeniorChristos…Accordingtothe

notebook,thestonemonumentwhichleadstotheAutremondeRealmislocatedatopMountKenloux…

Isthattrue?”



“Bingo.Uponactivation,it’llopenaportaltotheAutremondeRealm!”repliedChristos,prompting

Geraldtonod…

OncetheygottoDragonott,theduothengotintoacarbeforeheadingstraightforMountKenloux…
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AstheduomadetheirwaytoMountKenloux,amandressedfullyinblackcouldbeseenkneelinginthe

middleofaroomlocatedonthefarendofDragonott.

Themanhimselfwaskneelingbeforeanotherrobedmanwhohadascepterofsortsinhand…

Shortlyafter,thekneelingmanthenquicklyreported,“Fromwhatwe’veheard,Geraldhasalreadyleft

RicoandisnowbackinDragonott,chief!Apparently,he’salreadywellonhiswaytoMountKenloux!”

Uponhearingthat,therobedmanthenaskedinafrigidtone,“…MountKenloux?Whyonearthishe

headedthere?”

“Wecan’tsayforsureyet,butwedohavesomethingelsethat’snoteworthy!There’sanextremely

powerfulmanwithGeraldnow,andallourmen—whoweresentouttoattackGerald—werekilledina

singleattackbythatperson!”saidthekneelingmanwhileshakinghishead.

Hearingthat,therobedmanthensnortedbeforescoffing,“Whatareyouuptothistime,Gerald…No



matter.Getmeacarnow!I’mheadingtoMountKenloux!”

“Loudandclear!”repliedthemaninblackbeforegettingtohisfeetandwalkingoutthehall…

MovingbacktoGeraldandChristos,itwasn’tlongbeforetheybotharrivedatthefootofthe

mountain…

Seeingnoreasonnottostartscalingitimmediately,theduodidjustthat.

Ittookthemaboutthreehours,buttheyeventuallyarrivedatthemountainpeak…

Lookingaround,Geraldsoonsawagreenish-whitestonemonumentatthehighestpointofthe

mountain…ItlookedjustasChristosandthenotebookhaddescribedit…

Uponcloserinspection,severalpatternsandundecipherablewordsseemedtohavebeencarvedinto

thestonemonument…

Eitherway,Christoswasn’tabouttowastehistimewaitingforGeraldtofinishinspectingtheplace.

Withthatinmind,hewentstraighttothepointandsaid,“Hereweare,kid.Thestonemonumentthat’ll

getyoutotheAutremondeRealm…Areyouready?”

“Iam,seniorChristos!Let’sbegin!”

Chapter1974



WatchingasGeraldthennoddedconfidently,Christosbeganwalkingovertothestonemonument

beforeplacinghishandontoit…

Ashebeganchantingaspell,thestonemonumentquicklybeganemittingagentleglow…However,the

longerhechanted,thebrightertheglowbecame,untileventually,theentiremountainpeakwasas

brightasabeacon!

Watchingwide-eyedasaportalbeganforming,Geraldsnappedoutfromhisamazementwhenheheard

Christoscallout,“Everythingthathappensfromthispointonwillfullybeonyou,kid!Myhelpendshere,

gotthat?!”

WithhowseriousChristos’stonewas,Geraldnoddedrespectfullybeforereplying,“Loudandclear!

Thankyouforallyourhelp,seniorChristos!”

Followingthat,Geraldthenranintotheportal…andthesecondhewentthroughit,theportalvanished

intothinair!

RestassuredthatGeraldhadsafelymadeitpasttheportal,Christosthenbegandescendingthe

mountainthroughawell-hiddenfootpath…

Hisjobherewasdone,andashehadsaidtimeandagain,itwasnowalluptoGeraldwhetherhe

succeededornot…

Whateverthecasewas,shortlyafterChristosleft,therobedmanarrivedatthescenewithafewofhis

men…

Thoughtheyimmediatelybeganscouringthemountaintop,theyeventuallyrealizedthatGeraldwas

nowheretobefound.



DuetotheirlackofcluesastowhereGeraldhadgoneto,oneofthesubordinatesproposed,“…Chief,

rememberthatbeamoflightwesawfromthefootofthemountainearlier…?Itdisappearedshortly

afterandsodidGerald…Doyouthink…?”

“…Indeed.Idon’tlikehowfishythisareais…Regardless,gofindthatmanwhocameherewithGerald!

Heshouldknowwhathappened!”orderedtherobedman,hisexpressiongrim…

Naturally,Geraldhadnoideathatallthiswashappening,andhesimplycontinuedwalkinguntil

eventually,thelightfromthepassage—thathadbeenpartoftheportal—subsided…LeavingGerald

staringwide-eyedatthesightbeforehim.

Fromthelooksofit,hehadsuccessfullyenteredtheAutremondeRealm,andtheotherendoftheportal

hadledhimtoastreaminsomesortofvalley…

Regardless,whattrulyamazedhimwashowbeautifulthenatureinthisworldlooked.Fromthethriving

greeneryonthemountainsandthecrystal-clearwaterinthestream,thisplacelookedabsolutely

picturesque…
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Tothinkthathisfirstimpression—uponenteringtheAutremondeRealm—wouldbehowlovelythis

place’snear-pristinenatureappeared…

Whilehewould’vecertainlylikedtoenjoytheviewforabitlonger,Geraldknewhehadmoreimportant

thingstodo.



Withthatinmind,heleftthestreamandbeganwalkingtillheeventuallycameacrossatownofsorts…

Justashewasabouttoenterthetown,however,thefamiliarglintofablade’sreflectioncaughthiseye.

Realizingthatithadcomefromthenearbyjungle,Geraldraisedaslightbrowbeforesneakingoverto

investigate…

Shortlyafter,hewasgreetedbythesightofawoman—wearingpurpleclothes—gettingattackedbyfive

menwhoweredressedwhollyinwhite.

Naturally,thismadeGeraldincrediblyangry.Afterall,howcouldsomanymengoupagainstasingle

woman!Hadtheynodignity?!

Whateverthecasewas,thoughthewoman—whohadalongswordinhand—wasclearlyoutnumbered,

Geraldwashonestlysurprisedthatshewasabletofendthemenoffquiteefficiently.Hehadtoadmit

thatshewasquitepowerful…

Evenso,intheend,therewasstrengthinnumbers,andtheladyinpurpleeventuallyfoundherself

fallingtotheground,herswordflungtothesideasshecoughedoutamouthfulofblood…

Snickeringwhenhesawthat,oneofthefivementhenwalkeduptotheinjuredwomanbeforescoffing

withawickedsmileonhisface,“You’redyingbymyhandtoday,ZianneLandis!Sinceyou’regoingto

perishsoonanyway,allowmetosavoryourwarmandsoftbodyfirst!”

“Don’tevendare,JohnnyBabbs!You’renothavingyourwayevenifIamtodie!”growledZianneasshe

glaredatthesadisticman.



Hearingthat,Johnnysimplylaughedloudlybeforesneering,“Ohplease,asifyou’reinanypositionto

saythat!Men,grabher!OnceI’mdonewithherbody,you’lleachhaveyourturnsbeforewekillher!”

Grinninglustfullywhentheyheardthat,thefourmenthenbeganencirclingZianne,inchingclosertoher

witheverystep…
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Withherimmensebeautyandvoluptuousbody,mostmenwouldgrowlustfuluponseeingher…

Asthefourmengrewuncomfortablyclosetoher,Zianneroared,“Ifyoudaretoevenlayafingeronme,

mymasterwillsurelydestroyWhitehaarAbbey,youb*stard!”

“Hah!AsifI’mafraidofhim!Infact,Iwonderifsheevendarestocometoourabbey!”scoffedJohnny,

completelyunfazedbythethreat.

Followingthat,thesinisterJohnnywasjustabouttoreachouttotouchherbody…Whenallofasudden,

adaggerflewoutfromthebushesandpiercedrightthroughhiswrist!

Instantlyscreaminginpain,Johnnywatchedasbloodbegandrippingouthisfreshwound…

Beforeanyonecouldevenregisterwhatwashappening,Geraldwalkedoutfromthebushes,glaring

contemptuouslyatallfiveofthemashejeered,“Fivemenagainstasinglewoman…Doyouevenhave

therighttocallyourselvesmen?!”



“W-whothehellareyou?!Meddlingwithourbusiness…Areyouthatkeentodie?!Men,finishhim!”

roaredthepainedJohnnyashismenimmediatelyrushedtowardGeraldwiththeirlongswordsinhand!

Despitebeingoutnumbered,Geraldbarelyevenlookedfazed.

Withasingleswipeofhishand,allfourofthemweresentflying…!
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