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Chucklinginresponse,Xanrythensmiledbeforesaying,“Beforethat,I’dliketoheadtothewashroom

first!”

“Surething!”repliedGeraldwithanod.WhileheknewthatXanrywastryingtoescape,Geralddidn’t

feeltheneedtoexposehim.

Whateverthecasewas,Xanrythengotupandquicklyleftforthewashroom.

NowthathehadfinallymanagedtoescapefromGerald’sevilgrasp,therewasnowayinhellthathe

wasgoingtodareoffendGeraldanymore.

Soonenough,theclassmatepartyendedsmoothlyandGeralddrovehometogetherwithJuno…

Thesecondtheysteppedintoherhouse,JunoinstantlysmiledassheturnedtolookatGeraldbefore

saying,“You’veteasedXanrysomuchtoday,Gerald!”

Laughingheartilyinresponse,Geraldthenreplied,“He’satfaultforoffendingmeinthefirstplace!I

certainlycouldn’tjustlethimoffafterhedidthat,couldI?Besides,you’rehappythatIteasedhimtoo,

no?”

Uponhearingthat,Junonoddedbeforedelightedlysaying,“OfcourseI’mhappy!Thatguy’sbeen

pesteringmesincemyuniversitydays,youknow?Atlonglast,someonehumiliatedhim!”

SinceGeraldhadhumiliatedhimsomuch,shewassurethatXanrywouldn’tpesterhereveragain.That

wasonetroublesomepersondonewith…

Atthatmoment,atinycreakwasheard…



Turningtofacethedoorthathadopened,theduowatchedasRayslowlywalkedout…

Uponseeingthem,hethenquicklyjoggedtowardthemwhilesaying,“Mr.Crawford!MissZorn!You’re

back!”

“Weare,butwhyareyoustillup,Ray?”askedJuno.

“I…I’vebeenwaitingforyoutoreturn!OldFlintsentyousomething!”explainedRay.

“What?Hedid?Whatdidhesendover?”askedGeraldcuriously.

Uponhearingthat,Rayre-enteredhisroombeforereturningwithaboxandhandingittoGerald.

“It’sthisunopenedboxwithaletterattachedtoit!I’mguessingthatOldFlintwrotetheletter!”

explainedRay.

Hearingthat,Geraldthentooktheboxandquicklyopenedit…onlytorevealaperfumebaginsidethat

constantlyemittedafaint,pleasantsmell…

“…Thatsmellssowonderful!IwonderwhyOldFlintsentyouaperfumebagofallthings…”muttered

Ray.

WhilethegiftwasapleasantsurprisetobothRayandJuno,theyquicklyrealizedthatGeraldwas

instead,frowning.Didtheperfumebagsymbolizesomething…?

NotevenbotheringtoreplytoRay’sstatement,GeraldthenquicklybeganreadingthroughOldFlint’s

letter…andbythetimehewasdone,hisfrownwasmuch,muchdeeperthanbefore.



SeeinghowfurrowedGerald’sbrowsnowwere,Ray—whohadneverseenGeraldshowsuchan

expressionbefore—couldn’thelpbutaskinaconcernedtone,“What’swrong,Mr.Crawford?What

happened?Yourexpressionlookssounpleasant!”

“Indeed!WhatdidOldFlintsay,Gerald?”askedJuno.

“…Firstofall,thisperfumebag…It’scalledghost-luringperfume,andasitsnamesuggests,it’susedto

lureghosts.Movingontotheletter,OldFlintapparentlywantstoheadtoaplacecalledGrimhelmto

investigatesomesecretsregardingvampires.Thoughhe’saskingmeifI’mwillingtogowithhim,since

hesentmethisperfumebag,I’msurehemeansbusiness.Afterall,Itoldhimtoonlysendthisparticular

kindofperfumebagoverifmajorissuescameup!”

AfterhearingGerald’sexplanation,bothofthemfinallygotthewholestory.Asitturnedout,the

perfumebagreallydidsymbolizesomething.

“…Still…couldn’tthe‘majorissue’beagoodaffair?”askedRay.

Shakinghishead,Geraldthenreplied,“Unfortunately,I’veheardtalesofGrimhelmbeforeaswell.It’s

anextremelyviciousplace,sothefactthathe’sgonetheremustmeanthathe’sbumpedintosome

trouble.”

GeraldalsoknewthatOldFlintwaswiseenoughnottosendsuchaperfumebagoverundernormal

circumstances.Hewould’veonlyposteditwhenhewasinurgentneedofhelp…

“…Isee!Then…Whenareweleaving?”

“Weleaveatninetomorrowmorning!”declaredGerald,knowinghowurgentthesituationwas.

Followingthat,heturnedtofaceRayandJunobeforeinstructing,“Ray,Juno,gowakeNoriupanddetail

heronallthis.Oncethat’sdone,startpackingup.I’llbeneedingyouthreetofollowmethere!”



Withhowseriousthematterwas,Geraldneededallthehelphecouldget.Afterall,withevery

additionalpersontheyhad,themorepowertheirpartywouldpossess.

Hearingthat,Junothenreplied,“Gotit!”

Rayhadnoobjectionseither,sotheduoquicklypartedwayswithGerald.

Afterthat,allfourofthemquicklybeganpackingupandreadyingthemselvesforthetriptomorrow

morning…

WhileGeraldfinishedpackingrelativelyearly,henaturallyhadarestlessnight…

Byearlymorning,allfourofthemwerealreadyup,andaftercleaningthemselvesandhavingtheir

breakfast,thepartyoffourthensetoff.

WithRaybeingthedriver,thepartythendroveallthewaytothehighwayentrance—whichtookabout

halfanhour—nearthesea.Accordingtothemeetingtimeintheletter,OldFlintshouldbewaitingfor

themtherebythen…

Trueenough,uponarrivingatthehighwayentrance,allfourofthemsawanoldpersonwearingablack

windbreaker—aswellasablackhat—sittingbytheroadside,asandalwoodscepterinhand.Itwasn’t

hardtodiscernthatthatwasnoneotherthanOldFlint.Withthat,GeraldthentoldRaytostopthecar

nexttohim.

Thesecondthecarstopped,Geraldsteppedoutbeforerespectfullygreeting,“OldFlint!”

Noddingslightlywithagrunt,theoldmanthengotintotheshotgunseatwithGerald’shelp.



Withthatdone,GeraldthentoldRaythathewouldbedrivingnext.

Itwasn’tasthoughRayhadbaddrivingskillsoranything,butthefactremainedthatonlyGeraldandOld

Flintknewwheretheirdestinationwas.Withthatinmind,itwouldbebetterthatGeralddroverather

thanhavingtopointoutthedirectionstoRaythroughouttheentirejourney.

Beforeleaving,Geraldmadesuretoask,“Isthereanyoneelsejoiningus,OldFlint?”

Shakinghisheadslightly,OldFlintthenleanedagainsthisseat,notsayingaword…

Sincehehadapairofsunglasseson,nobodytrulyknewwhetherhiseyeswereopenorclosed.

Regardless,seeingthathewasn’tgoingtogetareply,Geraldthensteppedontheaccelerator,driving

straightintothehighway…

“It’llbeabouttenhoursbeforewegettoourdestination.Thethreeofyoucangetsomerestifyou

wantto.Afterall,wewokeupprettyearly!”suggestedGerald.

Hearingthat,allthreeofthemnodded.Afterall,therewasnotmuchelsetodoonthehighwayunless

theycameacrossanyrestareas.Withthat,itwasn’tlongbeforeallthreeofGerald’scompanionsdozed

off…

Whenthathappened,therewascompletesilenceinthecar.Afterall,Geraldwasdrivingattentively

whereasOldFlintremainedassilentasever.

Thoughsuchasituationwouldsurelybetiresomeforregularpeople—sinceaten-hourdrivewasrather

long—,itwasarathereasyaffairforGerald.Hewasn’ttiredintheleast…

ItwasataroundeleventhatnightwhenGeraldandtheothersfinallyarrivedattheEmeraldRealm.The



vampires’territorywasanoldforestlocatedonanancientmountainthere,andsinceancienttimes,few

hadventuredintotheforesttomeetthem…

Fortunatelyfortheparty,therewerestillsomeoperatinghotelsandinnsinthevicinity.Withthatin

mind,thegroupoffivecouldfinallysettledownandgetsomeproperrest…

Afterbookingsomerooms,heallowedeveryonetoheadtotheirrespectiveroomstogetsomewell-

deservedsleep.Afterall,theyneededtobefullyrestedbeforeofficiallyenteringvampireterritoryearly

thenextmorning…

Bydawn,allofthemcheckedoutearlyandimmediatelybegandrivingtowardtheoldforestinthe

mountains…

Afteraboutfortyminutesofdriving,thecarfinallycametoahaltatthefootofthemountain.Sincethe

carcouldn’tbedrivenanyfurther,theyhadnootherchoicebuttocontinueforwardonfoot.

Oncetheygottheirluggage,theybegantheirjourneyupthemountain…

Astheywerewalking,Raycouldn’thelpbutdeclare,“…I’mnotsureabouttherestofyou,buttheair

hereisamazinglyfresh!Itfeelsrathernicetobeawayfromthehustleandbustleofthecity!”

Theothersknewwhathemeant.Afterall,theenvironmentherewasdefinitelyfreshercomparedtothe

city’s.Asidefromthecrispair,theywerealsosurroundedbytherejuvenatingauraoftheplantsaround

them…

Regardless,afterwalkingforabouthalfanhour,thefiveofthemeventuallyarrivedatavillage.

Thevillageitselfwasbuiltbythelocalvampires,andsincetheylivedinsuchseclusion,theircustoms

werenaturallydifferent.



Withthatinmind,thesecondthesurroundingvampiresnoticedGeraldandhisparty’spresence,they

instantlystoppedwhatevertheyweredoing.Asallthevampiresstoodupandstaredvigilantlyatthe

group,amanwearingaleatherjacketwalkeduptoGerald,glaringattheyouthasheasked,“Whoare

youpeople?”

Naturallystoppingintheirtracks,Geraldthensmiledsubtlyashereplied,“Greetings!We’re

merchants!”

“Hah!Amerchant,yousay?Look,I’veseentonsofpeoplelikeyou,socuttheactalready!Tellme,are

youhereforthetreasureintheforest?”sneeredtheman.

Frowningslightlyuponhearingthat,Geraldcouldn’thelpbutthinkthatthevampireswereabitmore

difficulttodealwiththanhehadinitiallyanticipated.

Afteraslightpause,hethenordered,“Ray,bringthefoodout!”

Uponhearingthat,Rayimmediatelytookallthefoodoutofhisbackpackbeforehandingsometo

Gerald.

Takingthefood,Geraldthenhandedthemtotheleather-coatedmanbeforesaying,“Wereallyare

merchants!We’rehereinexchangeforsomegoodsandlocalspecialties!Ifyoustilldon’tbelieveus,

comeexamineourwares!”

Ofcourse,Geraldwassayingthistoavoidthemanfromfurtherbeingsuspiciousofthem.

AfterhearingGerald’swordsandseeingthefood,themanloweredhisguardslightlybeforetakingthe

foodthatGeraldhadhandedouttohim.



Evenastheleather-coatedmanwasstillinspectingthefood,theothervampireswerealreadyrushing

towardGeraldandhisgroup.

WhileGeraldandtheothersquicklybecamethemostwelcomepeopleinthevillage,italsocausedtheir

foodsupplytorapidlydiminishasthevillagersreadilytradedingoldforthewares.

Naturally,thismadeRay,Nori,andJunoslightlyworried.Afterall,iftheyhadnofoodleft,whatwere

theygoingtoeatwhentheyventureddeeperintotheoldforest?

Atthatmoment,agruffvoicecouldbeheardshouting,“Stepaside!”

Followingthat,everyonewatchedasafatmanfumbledforwardwithafewshabbily-dressed

subordinatesfollowingbehindhim.

“Oho!Outsiders,hmm?Whatgoodthingshaveyoubroughtover?”Lookingatthelarge-bellied

man—whowasstaringatGeraldandhisgroup—,Geraldalreadyknewthathewastrouble.More

accurately,hefeltthatthefatmanwasabanditandaplainbullyinthevillage.

WhileGeraldwasn’ttookeenongettingintocontactwithhimorhissubordinates,hestillputonasmile

ashereplied,“It’sjustsomefood,butallofithasalreadybeenexchangedandtakenbythevillagers!”

Hearingthat,thebig-belliedmanthenraisedhisheadbeforedeclaring,“Listenhere!I’mcalledFane

andI’mthebossofthisvillage!Sinceyou’vecometomyvillage,youshouldhandussomethingasa

welcomegift!Otherwise,it’llbehardformetoallowyoutostayhere!”

Uponhearingthat,GeraldinstantlyknewthatFanewasmerelyagangstertryingtoblackmailthemfor

money.Whilethethreatswouldsurelyfoolthemoregulliblepeople,Geraldwasexperiencedwith

peoplelikeFane.Withthatinmind,hewasn’tabouttoallowFanetotakeadvantageofthem.

Regardless,beforeGeraldcouldevenreply,Fane—whohadhisgazefixedonJunoandNoriforawhile



now—revealedasinistersmilebeforesaying,“Oho,thosetwobeautiesatthebacklookrathernice!”

Hearingthat,Geraldinstantlysteppedinbetweenhimandthetwogirlsbeforestaringstraightinthe

eyeatFanewhilesaying,“Sir,we’remerchantswhoareheretodobusiness!Nowthatwe’vesoldallour

goods,weshouldleave!”

JustashesignaledforJunoandNoritobeginleaving,GeraldheardasFaneangrilyshouted,“Stopright

there!DidIsayyoucouldleave?Itoldyou,ifyouwishtoleave,youhavetoleavesomethingbehind!

Otherwise,don’tevendreamofgettingoutofthevillage!”

Whenheheardthat,Gerald’sexpressioninstantlysoured.LookingatFane—whowasglaringallhigh

andmightilyathim—Geraldwasprettysurethatthefatmanwasn’tabouttotakehimseriously

anytimesoon.

Withthatinmind,Geraldcouldonlythink,‘Howabsolutelyshameless…Tothinkthathesobadlywants

tostandagainstme!Well,that’sjustgreat!Iwon’thesitatetodealwithyoutoo,then!Daringtoeven

haveulteriormotivesagainstme…Youtrulyarecourtingdeath!’

“Then,whatexactlydoyouwishformetoleavebehind?”askedGeraldinacasualtone.

Laughingoutloud,Fanethendeclared,“Youcaneitherhandoverallyourmoneyorleavethosetwo

womenbehind!”scoffedFaneashesnortedwhilelookinglustfullyatJunoandNori.

“AndifI’mreluctanttodoeither?”repliedGerald.

“Youmother*cker!Areyouplayingdumbnow?Ifyouwanttobethisdefiant,I’lljustordermymento

ruinyou!”growledFane.

BeforeFanecouldsayanythingelse,however,hequicklyfoundhimselfflyingbackward!



Naturally,thiswasbecauseGeraldhadmadeamove.

NotonlywasFanevulgartowardhim,butheevenhadsuchulteriormotivesonJunoandNori!The

combinationofthetwowasdefinitelyenoughtowarrantbeingtaughtalessonbyGerald.

Regardless,afterseeingtheirbossgettingbeatenup,Fane’ssubordinatesinstantlyrushedtoward

Geraldtoavengehim.

Ofcourse,Geraldsimplycounteredtheirassaultswithlightning-fastkickswithouttheslightest

hesitation.

Asallofthemwerepromptlytakenoutinasinglehit,Geraldcouldn’thelpbutfeelthattheywereall

idiotsforevendaringtolookfortroublewithhimwhentheyweresoweak.

Rayandtheothers,ontheotherhand,simplywatchedthesceneplayoutinsilence.Afterall,theyknew

thatnothingbadwouldhappentothemwithGeraldthere.


