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Meanwhile,thesoundofacupshatteringtopiecescouldbeheardwithinamanorinthefar-offcityof

Sunniva…

TheonewhohadfuriouslydonethedeedwasZakiQuantock,theheadoftheQuantockfamily…

DespitetherebeingseveralotherQuantockswhohadwitnessedthescene,allofthemsimplylowered

theirheads,notevendaringtosayawordorlookZakiintheeyeoutoffearthathewouldtakehis

angeroutonthem…

“Thatutterb*stard…!I’lldefinitelyshredyoutopieces,GeraldCrawford…!”roaredtheenragedZaki,

immensefuryreflectedinhiseyes.

TheexterminationoftheQuartermainsinJaellatrahadcausedamassivestiramonghisfamilyhere.To

thinkthatGeraldwouldactuallybeboldenoughtodosuchathing!

“…Father,what…shouldwedonow…?”askedShawnQuantock—amiddle-agedmanwhowasZaki’s

eldestson—inacarefultoneashewalkeduptoZaki.

“Comeagain?Whatdoyoumeanwhatshouldwedo?We’redefinitelymakingGeraldpayforallhe’s

done!”retortedZaki,hiseyesglintingicily.Fromhislookalone,itwasobviousthathealreadyhad

somethinginmindtodealwithGerald…

ItwassometimelaterinthedeadofnightwhenZakicouldbeseendiscussingsomethingwiththree

elderswhowerealldonninggreysuits.

Standingwithinthehall,Zakiturnedtolookatoneoftheeldersbeforesayinginaheavytone,

“Yamazon,I’msureyourealizethattheQuartermainsbeingwipedoffthefaceoftheearthissomething

extremelyserious.Withthatsaid,IhavenochoicebuttoaskforyourhelptoavengetheQuantocks!”



YamazonwasfromtheholymountainofJaellatra,andhewasstrongenoughtohaveattainedthe

Second-soul-rankintheSageRealm.Withthatinmind,itwasnowonderwhyhewasgiventhetitleof

secondmasteroftheholymountain.Asidefromthat,hewasalsothemainbackboneofthe

Quartermains.Duetothat,hewasdefinitelyinvolvedwiththeprotectionoftheQuantocksaswell.

“Indeed,leaderQuantock.ItshamesmethattheQuartermainswereeliminateddespitebeingundermy

holymountain’sprotectionwithinJaellatra.Withthatsaid,I’llsurelyavengethem!”repliedYamazonin

acasualbutdomineeringtone.

“I’mgladtohearthat!Withthehelpofallthreeofyou,thatb*stardwillsurelyendupdeadinnotime!”

declaredZaki,asatisfiedsmileonhisface.Geraldwouldsurelydiethistime!

Afterall,theothertwoelders—whowentbythenamesofXanderYondaandJonesCurie—werealso

guardiansoftheholymountain,andbothofthemhadmanagedtoentertheFirst-soul-rankoftheSage

Realm.

WithmasterswhohadattainedthefirstandsecondsoulrankswithintheSageRealm,Zakiwas

confidentthatGeraldwouldbenomatchagainstthem…

Followingthat,ZakitoldthetriowheretofindGerald.Upongettingthatinformation,allthreeofthem

noddedbeforeleapingatthesametime,disappearingintothinairastheyreadiedthemselvestofinish

Geraldoff,onceandforall!

Fastforwardtothenextmorning,Geraldcouldbeseenmeditatinginthegarden.Wakingearlyand

meditatinghadbecomeahabitforGeraldsinceitallowedhimtobetterconcentrateonthepowerof

theHerculeanPrimordialSpirit,henceallowinghiscontroloverittobecomestrongerasthedayswent

by.

However,itwasn’tlongafterGeraldbeganhisdailymeditationwhenhesuddenlysensedmurderous

intentinthevicinity!Hecouldalsosensethatitwasnowrapidlyapproachinghimwithsuchpowerthat

itcouldn’tbeunderestimated.



Astheswordthathadcomeflyingtowardhimgrewdangerouslyclose,Geraldopenedhiseyesbefore

quicklyextendinghisessentialqi-filledpalmtowardtheweapon’sdirection!

Withasimplegesture,thesword—thathadmomentarilyfrozeninplacemid-air—snappedrightintwo!

Afteritclatteredtotheground,threefiguresinstantlyflewinfromoutsidethemanor!Landingquitea

distancebeforeGerald,thethreepeoplewere—asexpected—Yamazonandtheothertwoelders.

Staringatthetriowitharaisedbrowandadarkenedexpressionforawhile,Geraldthencasuallyasked,

“I’massumingtheQuantockssentyouhere?”

Chapter1614

SneeringatGerald’scasualresponse,Yamazonthenretorted,“EveniftheQuantocksthemselvesdon’t

comeforyouafteryoudestroyedtheQuartermains,wesureashellwill!Cuttingstraighttothechase,

we’reheretodaytoendyourlifeasrevengefortheexterminationoftheQuartermainfamily!”

Yamazon’stonewasfrigid,andthefuriousaurahereleasedwasnothingshortofpressuring.

“…What?Areonlythreeofyouheretodothedeed?”askedGeraldratherdisdainfullyashealternated

hisgazeamongthethree.

“You’renoprize,lad!Thethreeofusaremorethanenoughtofinishyouoff!”retortedYamazonwitha

snickerbeforethemurderousmanmadehismove!

ItbarelytookasplitsecondforYamazon—whohadbeenquiteadistanceaway—toappearrightinfront

ofGerald!ThiswashowpowerfulsomeonefromtheSageRealmcouldget!

Evenso,GeraldhadalreadyenteredtheSageRealmaswell,sohewasn’tgoingtogetcaughtby

Yamazonthateasily.Still,heknewhehadtodistractthetrioawayfromthemanorfirsttoavoidhis

familygettinghurt.



Withthatinmind,hedecidedtoleadthetriptoamorespaciousareatofight.

“Heh,bigdeal!Let’sseeifyoucanevencatchuptomefirst,oldman!”scoffedGeraldasheleapedout

ofthemanor.

Seeingthat,Yamazonandtheothertwoguardiansimmediatelybeganchasingafterhim.Theyweren’t

abouttolethimescape!

Geraldhimself—whowasnowquitefarfromthemansion—snuckafewglancesbackandwasrelieved

whenhesawthatthetrioweretakingthebait.Hecouldatleastensurethathisfamilywouldbesafe

now.

Itwasn’tlongafterbeforeallofthemarrivedataspaciousarea.Thankfully,Geraldmanagedtofind

someplaceremotesothatoutsiderswouldn’tbeabletobumpintothemmid-fightandaccidentallyget

hurt.

“That’squiteenoughrunningaround,youbrat!Notlikeyoucanoutrunusforlong!Afterall,I’ve

attainedthestrengthofaSecond-soul-rankmasterintheSageRealm!”scoffedYamazonasthetrio

surroundedGerald.

Laughinginresponse,GeraldthenstaredatYamazonbeforecasuallyreplying,“Outrun?Look,Ionly

cameallthewayoutheresothatyouwouldn’truinmyhouse!Afterall,youwon’tbeableto

compensatemeonceyou’redead!”

“Howarrogant…!I’mcrushingyoutobitsifit’sthelastthingIdo!”roaredYamazonashecharged

straightforGerald,hismindonlyfilledwiththoughtsofmurderingtheyouth!

“I’lljustbreakallyourbonesbeforeyoucandoso,then!”retortedGerald,notwantingtoshowany

signsofweakness.



Uponhearingthat,Yamazonwassoenragedthathemadesuretointensifyhisforceashegot

dangerouslyclosetoGerald!

Totheoldman’sshock,however,Geraldeasilycounteredhisattackwithasinglekick!AsYamazon

foundhimselfmomentarilysoaringintheair,theeldereventuallycrashedontotheground,prompting

hisentirebodytoproduceseveralsickeningsoundsofbonesnapping…

Andjustlikethat,witheverysingleboneinhisbodybroken,Yamazonwasdead.

“Tothinkyou’devendaretoseekrevengeonmewhenyou’rethatweak!Whatajoke!”scoffedGerald

ashepointedatthefreshcorpse…
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Aftertakingtheothertwooutaswell,Geraldbeganthinkingofhisnextstep.

Fromthisencounteralone,GeraldknewthathehadtoheadofftoSunnivaCityassoonaspossibleto

destroytheQuantocks…

Afterthinkingaboutitabitmore,GeraldthenfishedhisphoneoutanddialedthenumberofHubert

YoungerfromtheDragonSquad…Whateverhisnextmovewas,hestillneededsomeonetodealwith

thesecorpsesfirst.

Hubertdefinitelydidn’thaveanyobjectionstoGerald’srequest,andabouthalfanhourlater,Hubert’s

menarrivedtotakethebodiesaway…

Withthatoutoftheway,Geraldcouldn’thelpbutsighratherunhappily.Afterall,hehadbeenenjoying

arathergoodmorningbeforeYamazonandhisgoonscamealong…Still,hisfamilyremainedsafe,soit

wasn’tallthatbad.



Regardless,nowthattheissuewassettled,Geraldhurriedbacktothemanor…

Uponarriving,Geraldrealizedthathisfamilymemberswerealreadyawake.Sincetherewerealready

plentyofdesignatedservantstotakecareofallthenecessarytaskswithinthemanor,hisfamily

memberswereprettymuchjustsittingaroundidlyinhisparents’room.

Understandingthatthiswasachanceasgoodasanytodiscussthingswiththem,Geraldlookedateach

ofthembeforesaying,“Dad,mom,sis,andYoel!There’ssomethingimportantIneedtotalktoyou

aboutandIwaswonderingifIcouldhearyouropinionsonit!”

Smilingbackathisson,Dylanthenreplied,“We’reallfamily,Gerald!Speakyourmind!”

“Alright,soessentially,I’mthinkingofarrangingforallofyoutostayinSacrasolisPalace.Notonlyisthat

placemuchsaferthanouthere,butMilawillalsobetheretotakecareofyou!”explainedGerald.

Whilethisplacewasmuchquieter,thefactthatYamazonandhismenwerestillabletolocatethem

madeGeraldincreasinglyworriedabouthisfamily’ssafety.Afterabitofthought,Geraldeventually

concludedthattheSacrasolisPalacetrulywasthesafestplaceforthemtolivein.Milawouldbethereto

takecareoftheirneedsaswell.

Eitherway,neitherofthemhadanyobjectionswiththeidea,soDylansimplyreplied,“Thatsounds

good,Gerald!Let’sgowiththat!”

Naturally,allofthemunderstoodthattheyweremerelysittingducksintheeyesofGerald’senemies.

Withthatinmind,aslongastheycouldmakeGeraldworryless,theyhadnoproblemwithfollowing

whateverGeraldarrangedforthem.Besides,itwouldalsoensurethattheirfamilywouldatleastremain

togethernomatterwhat.

“I’mgladtohearthat!I’llbetransferringallofyoutotheSacrasolisPalacelaterthen!”saidGeraldwith

anod.



Atnoon,allofthemsetoffinacarforSacrasolisPalace.

Onthewaythere,GeraldthoughtaboutMasterGhostandalltheothermembersoftheDragonSquad

thathadbeenpostedatSacrasolisPalace.AslongasnobodyfromtheSageRealmtriedtotrespassinto

hisbase,hebelievedthathisfamilywouldremainrelativelysafefromharm…Peoplewhohadn’t

enteredthesagerealmwouldn’tbestupidenoughtoinvadehisbaseanyway.

Regardless,uponreturning,Milainstantlyembracedherhusband,overjoyedtoseehimbackinone

piece.HerjoywaswarrantedsinceeverytimeGeraldheadedoff,Milawouldgetworriedsickand

constantlyprayforGerald’ssafereturn.

Eitherway,afterthingssettleddownabit,GeraldturnedtohandafewsoundtalismanstoMilabefore

saying,“I’llbeleavingYoelandmyparentsinyourcareforthemoment,Mila.Istillhavesomethingsto

attendto,anditmaytakeawhilebeforeIreturn.Withthatsaid,usethesesoundtalismansifthere’s

anythingyouneedtotellme!”

KnowinghowheavyGerald’sresponsibilitieswere,Milasimplynodded.Thoughshecouldn’thelphim

directly,shecouldatleastfulfillanyrequestsheaskedfromher.InordertopreventGeraldfrom

bearinganymoreworriesthanhehadto,Milaunderstoodthatshehadtobethestrongestwomanthat

shecouldbeinfrontofhim.

Withthatsaid,GeraldthenquicklyleftforJaellatraagainwithtwothingsinmind…
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ThefirstreasonhewasreturningtherewastofindoutmoreabouttheGodLordthatthemaninblack

hadpreviouslymentioned…

Secondly,hewantedtobuyafewsecrettechniquetalismans.

WhilesecrettechniquetalismanswerecommoninJaellatra,theywereallgenerallyratherpricey.It

definitelydidn’thelpthattheonesGeraldwantedwereoftherarervariants…



Quitehonestly,Geraldhadpreviouslythoughtaboutlearninghowtomaketalismans.Indoingso,he

wouldsurelybeabletosaveupquiteabit.

Evenso,Geraldwasawarethattalismanmakingwasaverychallengingskilltomaster.Withbarelyany

timeorenergytospareforthat,Geraldsimplyputthethoughtasidefornow.

Regardless,afterflyingforaboutanhour,GeraldarrivedatJaellatrawithoutahitch.Nowthatthiswas

hissecondtimehere,Geraldnolongerfoundtheplacetobeunfamiliar.Infact,hewasabletogather

hisbearingsrathereasily,andhecouldgettotheplaceshewantedto—withinthecity—quite

comfortably.

Eitherway,itdidn’ttakelongforGeraldtoarriveattheZahnfamily’sresidence.Naturally,hewashere

tolookforNoriZahn.

NorihadtheZahnfamilyasherbackerinJaellatra,andtheZahnswereaconsiderablyprestigiousfamily

here.Asforwhyhecamelookingforit,itwasonlythenaturalchoicesinceNoriwastheonlypersonhe

knewinJaellatra.

Regardless,Geraldwaspromptlystoppedbytwoguards—whowerestandingguardinfrontoftheZahn

manor—whentheysawhimapproachingtheZahnfamilymanor’sgates.

“Goodday,mayIknowwhoyou’relookingfor?”askedoneoftheguards.

“Goodday.I’mafriendofyoureldestyoungladyandI’vecomeovertovisit!Ifshe’shome,couldyou

tellherthatGeraldCrawfordisheretomeether?”repliedGeraldwithacheerfulsmile.

“Apologies,buttheyoungladyhasgoneout!”saidthesameguardfrombefore.

“Goneout?Doyouhaveanyideawhereshewent…?”askedGerald.



“I’mafraidnot,andthesameprobablygoesforhim…Intheend,we’rejustguardsofthefamily!We

havenorighttoknowtheaffairsoftheyounglady!”

Uponhearingthat,Geraldsimplynodded.Therewasnoreasonfortheguardstolietohim,sohemayas

welljustheadoffintothecitytotrylookingforher.Withanyluck,he’dmanagetobumpintoher…

Still,thisgirltrulyhadtheworstoftiming…Tothinkthatshewouldn’tbehomewhenhefinallyfound

thetimetocomemeetheragain!

Eitherway,GeraldsoonfoundhimselfwalkingalongthebusystreetsofEarthCapitalalone…

Whilelookingaround,Geraldhadtoadmitthatthisplacewasfarmoremagnificentcomparedtoany

placeonearth.Withthatsaid,itreallywasnomysterywhyJaellatrawassomuchricherthanearth.

Regardless,Gerald’strainofthoughtwascutshortwhenhesuddenlyheardsomeonesaying,“Please,

Nori!I’mbeingsincerehere,sopleasejustacceptme!”

Turningtofacethesourceofthevoice,Geraldwatchedasamandonningawhitesuitwalkedoutofa

luxuriousrestaurantwhiledesperatelypleadingtoanunimpressedwomanwhowastryingtowalkaway

fromhim.

Itwasevidentthatthewomanwasn’tinterestedinhimatall,andaftercloserinspection,Geraldwas

abletodiscernthatshetrulywastheNorithathewaslookingfor!Tothinkthathewouldactually

managetolocateher!

Sinceshelookedlikeshewascurrentlyinapicklenow,Geraldhesitatedforamomentbeforecallingout,

“Nori!”



Uponhearingthatfamiliarvoice,Noriinstantlyturnedtoseeifitreallywashim…Uponrealizingthatit

reallywasGerald,hereyesinstantlyglintedwithjoyassheexclaimed,“Gerald!”

Followingthat,shequicklyrantowardhimbeforeembracinghimtightly!

Geraldwascompletelycaughtoffguardbythis.Afterall,thiswasthelastthingthathecouldhave

expectedNoritodo!Whateverthecasewas,hewasstillamarriedman…
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Withthatinmind,Geraldquicklygotthegirloffhim.

Inresponse,thesurprisedNorithenasked,“Whyhaveyoureturned,Gerald?Andwhydidn’tyoutellme

thatyouwerecomingbackinadvance?”

“Ididtrytolookforyou,butyourguardstoldmethatyouhadgoneout!Duetothat,Icameoverhere

toseeifIwouldhaveanyluckfindingyou!”explainedGerald.

Uponhearingthat,Noriwasinstantlyoverjoyed.Afterall,shehadmissedGeralddearlyeversincethey

partedways.Shehadalsobeenboredoutofhermindsincethen.

Regardless,uponseeinghowintimateNoriwasbeingwithGerald,theyoungmaninwhitefuriously

stompedovertothembeforeasking,“Whoishe,Nori?”

Glaringbackatthemaninwhite,Norithensaidinacoldtone,“He’smyboyfriend,JohnieLager!With

thatsaid,you’dbeststoppesteringmeorhe’llteachyouagoodlesson!”

GeraldhimselfcouldonlyfrownwhenheheardNori’sclaim.Thiswomanwasfartooproficientinusing

othersashershield…

“…Sorry,butI’mnotherboyfriend!”deniedGerald,notwantingtobetakenadvantageofthateasily.



Hearingthat,NoriturnedtoglareatGeraldnext,annoyedbyhisinsensitivity.Afterall,wasn’titobvious

thatshewasjusttryingtoridherselfofJohnie?

Eitherway,theangeredyoungmanwentbythenameofJohnieLager,andhehadbeenpursuingNori

forthelongesttime.Tohisdismay,Norididn’tseemtolikehimatall,andsheseemedreluctanttoeven

lookathim!Thoughitmadehimdeeplyupset,heractionsonlyservedtofuelhisneedtomakeherhis.

IgnoringNori’sglares,Gerald—whoverymuchpreferrednottocauseanyunnecessary

misunderstandings—thenadded,“Whateverthecaseis,itappearsthatyouhavesomethingstoattend

toatthemoment,Nori.Withthatinmind,wecanfindsomeplacetositandtalkonceyou’redone

settlingthings!”

JustasGeraldwasabouttowalkaway,however,thenownervousNoriinstantlyreachedouttowrap

herarmsaroundGeralds!

Asifshewasgoingtolethimoffthateasilywhenhehadcomewiththespecificintenttomeether!

Besides,hestillowedherone!

MakingsuretopressherbosomagainstGerald’sarm,Norithenwhispered,“Don’tforgetthatyoustill

owemeafavor,Gerald!Look,thismanisextremelytroublesome!Ifyoupretendtobemyboyfriend

andhelpmegetridofhim,I’llconsiderthatfavortobeaccomplished!”

Whensheputitthatway,Geraldcouldonlysilentlyagree.Afterall,hewasamanofhiswords.

UnderstandingthatGerald’ssilencesignifiedhisapproval,NorithenturnedtofaceJohniebefore

puttingonasternexpressionasshewarned,“Look,Johnie,I’mbusyatthemoment,sopleasestop

pesteringme!Ialreadyhaveaboyfriend,asyoucansee,soknowthatyouandIwon’teverbeathing!

Now,goodbye!”

Uponhearingthat,Johnieinstantlyfelthumiliated.HewastheyoungmasteroftheLagerfamily…The



factthatthewomanhelovedwasbeingsnatchedawayfromhimrightbeforehiseyeswasnothing

shortofdisgraceful!

Afterashortpause,JohniepointedatGeraldbeforegrowling,“…Youthere!What’syourname?I’m

challengingyoutoaduel!”

Raisingabrowinresponse,Geraldcouldn’thelpbutfeelthatJohniewasratherignorant.Afterall,he

wasstillunwillingtoletgoofNorieventhoughshehadexplicitlyrejectedhim.

Snortingdisdainfully,NorisimplyglareddaggersatJohnieassheretorted,“Areyouseriouslychallenging

myboyfriendtoaduel,Johnie?Withhowweakyouare,asinglepinchfromhimisenoughtokillyou!”

Hearingthat,Johniewasinstantlyinfuriated!Wasn’tNorilookingdownonhimtoomuch?Intheend,

hewasstillaNinth-rankChakraKing!

“Listenhere,kid!Ifyoudon’tacceptmychallengetoday,Idefinitelywon’tbeallowingyoutoleavethis

placealive…!”
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NowalreadyseeingGeraldashistarget,JohnienolongercaredaboutNori’shumiliatingwords.

WhileGeraldhadn’treallywantedtogettooinvolvedwiththismaninthefirstplace,afterhearing

Johnie’sthreats,Geraldfoundthatthiswasasgoodatimeasanytoteachtheyouthalesson.

‘So,heappearstobeafearlessladwhowon’tcrytillheseeshisowncoffin!Well,sinceheprobably

won’tbackdowntillheachieveshisgoalanyway…’

“Areyoureallysureyouwishtofightmealone?”askedGeraldinacoldvoiceasheturnedtoglareat



Johnie.

“Stoptalkingcrapandaccepttheduelalready!KnowthatifIwin,you’llhavetoleaveEarthCapitalby

crawlingallthewayout!”scoffedJohnieasheglaredbackatGerald.

“That’sfinebyme,butwhatifyoulose?”askedGeraldasheflashedawrysmile.

“Humph!AsifI’deverlosetosomeonelikeyou!”scoffedJohnieconfidently.Hehadassumedthat

Geraldwassimplynomatchagainsthim,whichwaswhyhewasbeingsodisrespectfultowardhim.

“Thatdoesn’tanswermyquestion.Regardless,ifyoulose,you’llgivemeahundredmilliondollars.Is

thatacceptable?”askedGeraldafterthinkingforabit.

Naturally,Geraldwantedtousehiswinningsonthetalismanshewasplanningonbuying.Afterall,why

usehisownmoneywhenhecoulduseJohnie’s?Spendingotherpeoples’moneywasmuchmorefun

anyway.

“Finebyme!”repliedJohniewithouttheslightesthesitation.Hecamefromawealthyfamily,afterall,

sothatamountwasnothingextraordinarytohim.

Regardless,Noriwasn’tabouttostopGeraldfromdoingwhateverhewantedto.Afterall,sheknewhis

capabilitieswell,andshewasmorethancertainthatJohniewasgoingtoenduplosingandpaying

Geraldallthatmoney.

Whateverthecasewas,bothofthemeventuallyfoundawidespacetoduelin.Uponarrivingthere,

Johnietookhisjacketoffbeforestretchinghisneckandstartingtowarmup.

Geraldhimselfsimplystoodthere,watchingJohniecalmly.



WhileGeraldwashonestlygladthatthismanwasgivinghimeasymoney,hewasgettingrather

impatientwiththeyouth’santics.

“…Idon’thaveallday,youknow?Howmuchlongerareyouplanningtowarmup?”

Uponhearingthat,Johnie’seyesflaredupwithrage!

WithanimmenseurgetopoundGeraldintoapulp,Johniethenroared,“I’mdone!Withthatsaid,enjoy

gettingpummelledintofinedust!”

Followingthat,theyouthleapedintothesky…BeforerapidlydescendingdownonGerald,hisfistaimed

forGerald’sface!

GeraldhimselfsimplystaredbackatJohniewithouteventheslightestintentionofdodgingthehit.After

all,fromwhathecouldsee,Johniewasasslowasasnail.

Withthatsaid,beforeJohniecouldevenlayafingeronGerald,Geraldquicklyretaliatedwithakick,

sendingtheshockedJohnieflyingbackward!

Uponfallingontotheground,theimpactfromallthatwassogreatthatacirculardepressioninstantly

formedaroundJohnie’snowlimpbody!

ThoughonlythirtypercentofGerald’spowerhadbeenusedinthatkick,thatwasallheneededto

completelyoverpowerJohnie.Fightsagainstsuchpeoplewerebestendedinasinglestrikeanyway.

Barelyevenabletostandupagain,thehorrifiedJohniestaredwide-eyedatthemonstrousyouth…

TothinkthatGeraldwasabletocompletelydefeathiminjustasinglestrike!Thethoughtofitalone

struckamassivefearwithinhisheart…
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Regardless,theterrifiedJohniecouldonlystareasGeraldslowlywalkedovertohim…beforesquatting

rightbeforehimandoutstretchinghisrighthand.

LookingatJohnierightintheeye,Geraldthensaid,“Well,asyou’vepromised,ahundredmilliondollars

forlosing,please!”

Uponhearingthat,Johnie—whohadalreadyclosedhiseyes,expectingtheworsttohappen—instantly

foundhimselfheavingasighofrelief…Asitturnedout,Geraldwasparticularlytryingtoteachhima

lesson…

Eitherway,Johnieunderstoodthatitwashistotaldefeat,sohesimplyhandedthehundredmillion

dollarsovertoGerald.Moneywouldalwayscomeandgo,sothatamountwasnothingmuchtoJohnie.

However,thoughhedidn’tparticularlycareaboutlosingthemoney,hedidcareaboutlosinghispride.

HisdignityastheyoungmasteroftheLagerfamilyhadbeenshattered,andJohniesimplycouldn’tstand

that…

Whateverthecasewas,aftertakingthemoney,GeraldthenleftwithNori,leavingthedepressedyouth

lyingontheground…IttrulyappearedthatGeralddidn’tcareaboutJohnieatall…

Afterquiteawhile,Johniefinallygottohisfeetbeforeslowlylimpingaway…

This…Thiswasn’toveryet…!

Bythatpoint,GeraldandNorihadjustfoundasuitablecafétochatin.

Thesecondshesatdown,Noriimmediatelydisplayedanenthusiasticexpressionassheasked,“So,why

didyoucomelookingforme,Gerald?Coulditbethatyoumissedme?”



Raisingaslightbrow,Geraldwonderedifthegirlhadfallenforhimtoevenasksuchaquestion…

“…Isimplycameovertoaskyouaboutsomething!”repliedGeraldwithaseriousface.

“…Oh,comeon…!Youcould’vegivenmeamoreinterestingreply,youknow?Whataboringman!”

poutedNoriratheradorably.

Geraldwasarathereloquentpersonandheknewit,buthewasalsowellawarethathewasalreadya

marriedman.Withthatsaid,heneededtobeseriouswhentalkingwithotherwomensothatthey

wouldn’tgetthewrongidea.Withthatsaid,thefactthathehadpretendedtobeNori’sboyfriend

earlierwasalreadyaratherbigexceptiononhispart.

Truthbetold,ifhewasn’talreadyathingwithMila,whoknows,maybehewould’veactuallyhad

feelingsforNori.Thenagain,itwaspointlesstothinkofsuchscenarioswhenhealreadyhadsucha

perfectwife.

Regardless,GeraldignoredNori’spoutingandsimplyasked,“So…Tellme,doyouknowanyonebythe

nameofGodLord,Nori?”

“Notatall!”grumbledNoriassheturnedtofaceherside.

Seeingherreaction,Geraldcouldonlysighinresignation.Girlsinthiseraweresimplytoodifficultto

dealwith!

Nolongerapersonwhoentertainedthewhimsofothers,Geraldthenstoodupbeforesaying,“Very

well,then.Youcanjustforgetaboutit.I’llbetakingmyleavenow,andsorrytohavebotheredyou!”

SeeingthatGeraldreallywasgettingreadytoleave,Noriinstantlystartedtopanic.IfGeraldreallyleft



now,thenallherpreviousactionswould’vebeenmeaningless!!

Gerald,forone,waswellawarethatNoriwasn’treallyangrywithhim.Shewassimplypretendingto

poutsothathewouldcareabitmoreabouther.Unfortunatelyforher,Geraldwasnobootlicker,sohe

wasn’tabouttofallforherbaitanytimesoon.

“Fine,fine!Iwon’tteaseyouanymore!Youreallyareaninsensitiveperson,youknow?”grumbledNori

asshequicklypulledhimbacktohisseat.

Hearingthat,GeraldobligedbeforeturningtolookatNori,keenlyawaitingheranswer.


